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Discovering the Power of Voice
DR. SAMANTHA GILMORE’S JOURNEY IN HOMILETICS

Samantha Gilmore’s path to homiletics wasn’t a tra-
ditional one. Growing up, she didn’t attend church. 
Instead, she spent her youth immersed in community 
theatre, performing in classics like Annie, The Sound of 
Music, Oliver, Oklahoma, Fiddler on the Roof, and Les 
Misérables. However, as she transitioned to college, 
her focus shifted. Majoring in biblical studies, she was 
baptized and found a newfound passion in learning 
Greek, which brought the Bible to life for her.

Driven by this excitement, Samantha enrolled at 
Princeton Theological Seminary as an eager new 
Christian ready to learn everything. She initially imag-
ined pursuing a Ph.D. in New Testament studies to 
delve deeper into Greek, but her journey took an un-
expected turn. At Princeton, all first-year MDiv stu-
dents were required to take a yearlong course titled 
“Introduction to Speech Communication in Ministry,” 
focusing on the faithful public reading of Scripture 
across its various genres.

This course resonated deeply with Samantha. It 
transformed the static words of Scripture into dy-
namic expressions, asking students to “turn the ink 
of Scripture back into blood,” as Charles Bartow, a 
foundational figure in Princeton’s Speech Depart-
ment, described it. This approach likened Scripture 
to sheet music, incomplete until prayed through, 
embodied, and vocalized. Samantha’s background in 
theatre allowed her to connect with this method in-
tuitively, merging her love for Greek with a profound, 
embodied experience of Scripture.

Her pivotal moment came at the end of her first year 
when she met with Professor Nancy Lammers Gross. 
Nervously, Samantha asked about the path to teach-
ing Scripture communication. Gross’s enthusiastic 
response and immediate support marked the begin-
ning of Samantha’s vocational journey. She was given 
a summer reading list, recommended a workshop in 
New York City, and appointed as Gross’s TA for the 
following year. From that moment, Gross became Sa-
mantha’s mentor and cheerleader, shaping her path 
in homiletics.

Samantha’s introduction to the Linklater Method 
came through a workshop recommended by Dr. Gross. 
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The weekend “Level 1 Freeing the Natural Voice” 
workshop at The Linklater Center for Voice and Lan-
guage introduced Samantha to Kristin Linklater’s em-
bodied voicework. By the end of the first day, she re-
alized its immense potential for preachers and knew 
she had to learn how to teach it.

The Linklater Method is based on the idea that most 
people are born with a 2- to 4-octave pitch range 
for speaking and the innate ability to express a full 
range of emotions with their entire being. However, 
cultural conditioning and trauma often narrow this 
expressive range. For preachers, whose role involves 
conveying profound and emotional messages, redis-
covering this range can be transformative. The Linklater 
work helps individuals reclaim their natural pitch 
range and expressiveness, essential for conveying 
the greater-than-everyday significance of biblical 
texts and the gospel message.

Samantha saw immediate applications for this in 
preaching. Reading a psalm or proclaiming the good 
news of Christ requires more than everyday speech 
patterns. It demands a broader, more dynamic ex-
pression. Linklater’s training equips preachers to 
embody and convey these messages fully, enhancing 
their capacity to communicate the profound truths 
of Scripture.

When asked how she saw the role of performance 
in preaching, Samantha acknowledges that the term 
“performance” might make some uncomfortable, but 
she clarifies that it’s not about pretending or being in-
authentic. In the context of preaching, performance 

is about ensuring that the preacher’s prepared mes-
sage is effectively communicated to the congrega-
tion. It’s about hospitality—making sure people can 
see, hear, and understand the message.

Performance also involves aligning one’s body and 
voice with the words. In everyday conversation, this 
happens naturally, but the vulnerability of the pulpit 
can lead to nervous tics or a monotonous “preacher’s 
voice.” This dissonance can undermine the power of 
the message, making it seem boring or insignificant. 
Samantha emphasizes the importance of congruence 
between words, body, and voice, so the message is 
received as intended.

The field of performance in preaching is evolving, es-
pecially with the recent transition of key figures like 
Charles Bartow, Jana Childers, and Richard Ward. The 
Performance Studies Workgroup of the Academy of 
Homiletics recently has been renamed the Perfor-
mance and Embodiment Workgroup, reflecting a shift 
toward integrating theory with embodied practice. 
This change encourages preachers to engage their 
bodies throughout sermon preparation, making the 
preaching experience more holistic and authentic.

Samantha’s journey into homiletics and her dedica-
tion to embodied voice work highlight the profound 
connection between body, voice, and Scripture. Her 
work aims to help preachers communicate the gos-
pel’s dynamic and transformative message with au-
thenticity and full expression.

Brady Fox Liz Dinkins
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Honoring Ben Larson: 
A Legacy of Faith, Service, and Accompaniment

WARTBURG DEDICATES RECEPTION AREA IN MEMORY 
OF BEN LARSON AND THE PEOPLE OF HAITI

Wartburg Theological Seminary recently dedicated 
the reception area of the Department of Vocation 
and Formation suite in Fritschel Hall in memory of 
Ben Larson ‘10, a beloved alumnus who tragically lost 
his life during the 2010 Haiti earthquake. This ded-
ication, made possible through the generous giving 
of his parents, Judd ‘77 and April Splichal Larson ’77, 
wife Renee Splichal Larson ’10, and cousin Jon Spli-
chal Larson ‘10, and their family, took place prior to 
the opening worship of Prolog Week on Monday, 
September 2nd. The Larson family was present for 
this special occasion.

Ben Larson was in Haiti in January 2010 as part of 
a January Term study program when a catastroph-
ic earthquake struck the region. He, along with his 
wife Renee and cousin Jonathan, was staying at St. 
Joseph’s Home for Boys in Port-au-Prince when the 
building collapsed. Renee and Jonathan survived, but 
Ben did not.

Reflecting on the significance of the room’s dedica-
tion, Renee shared, “Wartburg is a place and commu-
nity that has profoundly shaped and impacted Jon 
and me (and Ben!). As graduates and now alumni, 
we are invested in the continuation of the formation 
of people for ordained leadership in the ELCA. Ben 
loved Wartburg and loved the church. It feels right 
and good to have a space that welcomes people, a 
space where students come for help, to be dedicated 
in honor of Ben and the Haitian people. One could 
always find Ben in the places of communal gather-
ing, inviting others in, and engaging them in conver-
sation.”

Ben’s sense of accompaniment and service extend-
ed far beyond his local community. His parents, Judd 
and April, recall how Ben was deeply influenced by 
global companions from an early age. He had the 
privilege of learning from leaders like Bishop Gloria 
Cortez of Nicaragua and participated in synod visits 
to places like Ethiopia and Guyana. These experienc-
es profoundly shaped Ben’s ministry and his desire 
to walk alongside those who are often overlooked 
or marginalized. His trip to Ethiopia, in particular, 
sparked his passion for global service, eventually 
leading him to Haiti.

Renee added, “As Ben’s family, it is important for us 
to remember the people of Haiti, and others around 
the world who suffer because of violence, natural di-
saster, and food insecurity. An endowed scholarship 
has been created at Wartburg to aid students who 
travel to developing countries for their January Term. 
Ben spent a J-Term in Guyana (with Jon!) and one in 
Haiti. These experiences of being in relationship with 
people around the globe shaped his understanding 
of the global church and his pastoral identity. We 
hope the same can be true for future Wartburg stu-
dents.”

The outpouring of support from the Wartburg com-
munity and beyond has had a profound impact on 
the Larson family. Judd and April expressed immense 
gratitude for the way the community wrapped their 
arms around Renee and Jonathan in the days follow-
ing the earthquake, providing space and support as 
they grieved. This sense of hospitality and accompa-
niment is, as April noted, “in Wartburg’s bones.”

Renee reflects on this support, saying, “In those dark 
days following Ben’s death, the love and support 
from the Wartburg community were a lifeline. They 
held us in our grief, reminding us that we were not 
alone, even in our deepest pain.”

Ben Larson. Submitted photo.
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Ben’s memory continues to inspire and touch lives, 
even 15 years after his death. His parents are fre-
quently approached by people whose lives were im-
pacted by Ben’s kindness and generosity, whether 
through his music, his ministry, or simply by sharing 
a meal. “He had this ability to make people feel wel-
comed and loved,” April shared. “He would gather 
friends, break bread, and create a space where ev-
eryone felt they belonged.”

Renee shares a story that she feels best represents 
Ben’s spirit: “Ben was known for inviting all kinds of 
people to share a meal while in college. He would 
take all of his money for the month and go buy steak 
and wine and liberally invite friends to come and eat 
and gather. This meant he had no other money for 
the month, but he exhibited a lavish sense of hospi-
tality, joy in gathering around a meal, and a trust that 
his needs would be met for the rest of the month.”

She continues, “Music permeated Ben’s life. It poured 
out of him and gave a rhythm to his walk. Some-
times we would be in the middle of something and 
he would suddenly stop and say, ‘I have an idea and 
need to go and write a song!’ Right after the Haiti 
earthquake happened and Ben was buried beneath 
concrete rubble, I heard him singing about the Lamb 
of God who bears the sin of all the world away. Litur-
gy and faith were such a deep part of Ben, that even 
with his dying breath, he sang the gospel.”

For the Larson family, the dedication of the room at 
Wartburg is more than just a memorial; it is a call to 
remember and act. “For us to remember Ben is to also 
to remember the people of Haiti,” Renee explained. 
“Ben died in Haiti, along with hundreds of thousands 
of Haitian people living in and around Port-au-Prince. 
We are so honored to have the Angel of Haiti painting 
decorating the Student Services area, further empha-

sizing that we are connected across the globe with 
our siblings in Christ.”

Renee continued: “We hope dedicating the Student 
Services area in honor of Ben and the people of Hai-
ti keeps this spirit and mission alive … to know that 
Christ draws us all into one body, across land and 
oceans, and even and especially through death. Ben’s 
witness has inspired many to compose music and to 
love more deeply and broadly, and we pray this con-
tinues.”

The Larson family has high hopes for the future im-
pact of this space. “Ben had many who came along-
side him in his educational journey, as college and 
graduate work didn’t always come easy to him. The 
wider community, including Student Services, is what 
helped him to thrive. In this space, we pray students 
find a listening ear, financial aid, a good book, a spon-
taneous conversation, and even make a new friend. 
It is our hope that people encounter Christ through 
others in this space,” Renee said.

She added, “We hope people enter the space and 
have their eyes attracted to a vibrant painting, and 
want to know more of the story behind it, and then 
further wonder: ‘Who is Ben Splichal Larson? What is 
his story and what was he like?’ Perhaps it will lead to 
a student venturing out somewhere new on a J-Term 
to explore where God is calling them.”

Reflecting on Wartburg’s efforts to remember and 
honor Ben, Renee shared, “Ben chose Wartburg Sem-
inary because of the centrality of communal, daily 
worship, and fellowship. Ben continues to be a part 
of Wartburg in many ways, but tangibly through his 
music. While on chapel staff, Ben was asked to write 
a ‘Global Morning Prayer,’ which has been sung in the 
chapel for years. Ben also wrote a liturgy for a class, 

(Continued on page 40)

The Larson Family
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A Milestone Gift for Barbara
A “BIG IDEA” BENEFITS WARTBURG STUDENTS

 BY DAN RANK

Photo contributed 

by Kathy Patrick

When my wife, Barbara Martin Rank, was approach-
ing her 50th birthday, I wanted to give her a gift that 
truly marked this milestone. I needed a BIG idea. A 
pricey piece of jewelry seemed too predictable, and 
no kitchen gadget felt significant enough for such an 
occasion. A trip could convey that 50 is special, and 
as a bonus, I’d get to enjoy it too. A well-planned 50th 
birthday party was another option I considered.

A little background: Barb’s dad, the Rev. Dr. Ray-
mond A. Martin, a 1951 Wartburg Theological Sem-
inary graduate, was called by the American Luther-
an Church to serve in Madras (now Chennai), India. 
Along with his wife, Alice, and their children—six-
year-old Billy, four-year-old Barbie, and one-year-old 
Mary—the family sailed to India, where Ray became 
a professor at Gurukul Lutheran Theological College. 
They cherished their time in India, loved Gurukul 
(Ray designed the current chapel), enjoyed curry, 
and especially adored baby Timmy, born a few years 
later in Chennai. After 12 years, the family moved to 
Dubuque when Barb was 16. Ray began teaching Old 
Testament and Greek at Wartburg Theological Sem-
inary (WTS), and Alice worked in the office. The Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
and WTS were central to their lives.

I remembered hearing President 
Largen speak about people “believ-
ing in the mission” of WTS. Ray, Alice, 
and their children didn’t just believe 
in the mission; they lived it.

Back to my challenge. A trip might 
be a good idea, but it didn’t feel BIG 
enough. A birthday party wasn’t 
quite Barb’s style. I needed some-
thing more.

During a visit to Barb’s uncle, the Rev.  
Dr. Edward Paape, a WTS graduate 
and part-time employee in the Ad-
vancement Office, I asked for his ad-
vice. Without hesitation, Ed suggest-
ed starting an endowed scholarship 
fund in Ray and Alice’s name in hon-
or of Barb’s 50th birthday. It was a 
BIG idea, Ed assured me. After some 
thought, I realized he was right. This 
gift would honor Barb’s childhood, 

her family’s dedication to the ELCA and WTS, and cel-
ebrate helping others.

Although Ray and Alice are no longer with us, the Ray-
mond A. and Alice Martin Endowed Scholarship Fund 
lives on, supporting WTS students in numerous ways.

The endowed scholarship was such a hit that every 
year, for our anniversary, Barb’s birthday, and Christ-
mas, I contribute to the fund. This tradition simplifies 
gift-giving and comes with a signed letter from WTS 
identifying the contribution and the event it recogniz-
es. Our daughters have also contributed to the fund, 
honoring their mother and grandparents. When Ray 
passed away, Ed and Irene Paape made a significant 
contribution. The fund has grown sixfold since it was 
established 20 years ago and has benefited many 
students.

The scholarship fund remains one of the biggest and 
best ideas I’ve ever had—although I must credit Ed 
Paape for the inspiration.

Submitted photo

2024-2025 Incoming Students
STATISTICS AND INFORMATION*
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2024-2025 Incoming Students
STATISTICS AND INFORMATION*

Degrees and Programs

This year we welcome 50 master 
degree seeking students!

Five 2024 spring semester starts are 
included in this number. 

This fall we will also welcome Discovery 
students in classes. The majority of these 
students are fulfilling a requirement from 
their synod as affiliated students to fulfill 
their Lutheran requirements or additional 
classes to support formation. 

Learning Pathways
Our Distance Learning pathway is the most 
popular pathway chosen, but we still have 
a strong Residential community on campus. 
Our Collaborative Learning pathway has a 
lot of interest, and there are a handful of 
students hoping to move to Collaborative 
Learning at a later semester.

• For the students going through the candidacy process, we have 29 different synods
   represented in the incoming class.

• We have a great representation of geographic regions, with students coming from 21
   different states.

• The youngest student is 21, and the oldest is 78!

• Although we have fewer international students than last year, we have four different       
   countries represented in this class- Palestine, Colombia, Brazil, and USA.

• 14 of our new students are ELCA Fund for Leader full-tuition scholarship recipients, and  
   one is a FFL Federal Chaplain scholarship recipient. We have one TEEM student who  
   received the FFL Mission Developer scholarship.

• Shortest time in the application process (applied to commit): 12 days!

• Longest time in the application process: 3 months!

*Information accurate as of September 1, 2024

Fast Facts from Admissions
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Remembering the Rev. Dr. Jim Bailey
A LEGACY OF FAITH, SCHOLARSHIP, AND PASTORAL CARE

Wartburg Theologi-
cal Seminary mourns 
the loss of the Rev. 
Dr. Jim Bailey, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of 
New Testament, who 
passed away on Jan-
uary 27, 2024. Dr. 
Bailey’s contributions 
to theological educa-
tion, his commitment 
to pastoral care, and 
his deep faith have 
left an indelible mark 
on generations of stu-
dents, colleagues, and 
the wider church.

Dr. Bailey’s journey of faith and scholarship began 
early in life. Born and raised in Columbus, Ohio, he 
developed a passion for the Bible and a calling to 
ministry that led him to pursue theological education. 
He attended Ohio State University for one year and 
graduated from Capital University in 1960. Jim gradu-
ated from Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary 
(now Trinity Seminary at Capital University) in 1964, 
and then completed his Ph.D. in New Testament at 
St. Mary’s College of University of St. Andrews. His 
academic achievements laid the foundation for a life-
long vocation of teaching and ministry.

Dr. Bailey joined the faculty of Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in 1985, and he served for 18 years as Pro-
fessor of New Testament. His scholarship was both 
rigorous and accessible, marked by a deep commit-
ment to helping students engage with the biblical 
text in ways that were both intellectually challenging 
and spiritually enriching. 

Beyond his academic work, Dr. Bailey was a pastor 
at heart. His approach to teaching was deeply pasto-
ral, always attentive to the spiritual needs of his stu-
dents. He was known for his ability to listen, to offer 
wise counsel, and to accompany students through 
the challenges of seminary life. 

His pastoral care extended beyond the seminary 
walls. Dr. Bailey was active in his local congregation, 
where he regularly preached, taught Bible studies, 
and provided pastoral care. He also served as a men-
tor to many young pastors, offering guidance and 
support as they navigated the early years of ministry.

REFLECTIONS FROM FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES

The Rev. Dr. Nathan C. P. Frambach, Professor of 
Pastoral Care, reflects on his early days at Wartburg: 
“WTS Professor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Jim Bailey was a 
beloved colleague, scholar, and teacher with a gentle 
smile and kind word for everyone he met. Jim and 
Judy Bailey were so very kind and generous to us and 
were among the first people to welcome and host Di-
ane and me when we first moved to Dubuque. As a 
new member of the WTS faculty, Jim was consistently 
gracious, supportive, and encouraging to me—a gift 
for which I continue to be grateful.”

The Rev. Dr. Norma Cook Everist, professor emerita 
at Wartburg, shared, “James Bailey was a quiet, calm, 
faithful professor. A generous faculty colleague, he 
was respected by his students. Although ‘quiet,’ he 
was a profound advocate for justice, up until days be-
fore his death. I give thanks for Jim.”

The Rev. Dr. Kristin Johnston Largen, another for-
mer student and current WTS president, remembers 
Jim Bailey’s enduring impact: “Jim Bailey was one of 
my New Testament professors when I was a semi-
nary student at Wartburg. More than anything he 
taught me in the classroom, I remember—and was 
influenced by—who he was as a scholar, teacher, 
and human being. Jim Bailey was one of the kindest, 
warmest, and gentlest professors I have ever had. He 
was unfailingly cheerful and so clearly took delight 
in doing work that he loved, and being part of the 
Wartburg community, which he loved. And speaking 
of love, I can’t talk about Jim without talking about his 
beloved spouse Judy. Boy, were they a great team. 
They had such a loving partnership; when I think 
about Jim, I always think about them together.”

Largen also recalls a cherished memory: “By the time 
I came back to Wartburg Seminary as president, Jim 
had retired, and they had moved up to Duluth. We 
had lost touch, so I had not seen them in decades. 
When John and I traveled up to Duluth for the Grand-
ma’s Half-Marathon, we looked them up, and we had 
such a wonderful visit. Jim was still active in his con-
gregation, of course, teaching and participating in 
the education program, and they were enjoying time 
with their family. The next morning, during the race, 
there they were, cheering me on with a sign! That lit-
tle act of thoughtfulness was just like them. It was a 
privilege to know Jim, and have him as a professor.”
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The Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben reflects on Bailey’s 
mentorship: “Jim was very kind to me as I began teach-
ing New Testament at Wartburg. He offered me first 
pick among the books in his office as he was prepar-
ing to move to Duluth. I took a lot of New Testament 
books. I still encounter Jim’s highlighting and margin 
notes in them today. During my first sabbatical, I in-
terviewed Jim about his years as a New Testament 
seminary professor, asking him what he was glad he 
did—and what he wished he would have done differ-
ently. He gave me helpful perspective on his legacy as 
I contemplated my own. Jim invested a lot of energy 
into teaching. It showed not only in the classroom but 
also in his writing. His book Contrast Community, for 
example, is highly readable and approachable—in 
ways that have directly influenced my own approach 
to writing my first books as a seminary professor. I 
have always appreciated his work on the Sermon on 
the Mount. It continues to influence my own teaching 
on that portion of Scripture.”

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, Professor of Biblical In-
terpretation recalls, “From when he was one of my 
instructors (1993–1997), Jim was both a kind-heart-
ed and rigorous teacher. He modeled faithful service 
to the gospel, a commitment to the ministry in both 
congregation and the Churchwide organization, and 
collegiality with his fellow colleagues. Later as a col-
league, he was always supportive and encouraging, 
willing to lend an ear when needed.”

The Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan, Professor of Contextual 
Theology and Ethics and the William D. Streng Pro-
fessor for the Education and Renewal of the Church, 
shares: “The Rev. Dr. James L. Bailey, Professor of 
New Testament Emeritus at WTS, was a strong pas-
toral presence, gifted teacher, and strong advocate 
for peace with justice for the Palestinian people. To-
gether with Judy, they demonstrated hospitality and 
love to students and colleagues alike over their many 
years of service to the seminary community. Dr. Bai-
ley wrote a commentary entitled Contrast Community: 
Practicing the Sermon on the Mount. In it, he writes: ‘As 
church-communities, they were to seek God’s way of

mercy and justice as an alternative reality to their own 
endangered state, an alternative reality expressed in 
their fellowship of supportive concern and its hope-
ful view of a future guaranteed by God.’ These words 
call us to faithfulness in our time to the person and 
way of Jesus Christ. I give thanks for the life, witness, 
and legacy of my colleague and friend, Jim Bailey.”

The Rev. Dr. David Lull and Karen Lull remember 
their deep friendship: “We are grateful to have had 
both Jim and Judy as friends and cherish memories 
of their generous hospitality. We miss Jim immensely 
and we continue to treasure our friendship with Judy. 
In the course of thirteen wonderful years with Jim 
and Judy, we learned about their persistent fight for 
equal rights, for the humanity of everyone, and most 
especially for the peoples of the Middle East as the 
Palestinians struggled for a just peace in their ancient 
homeland. We spent many hours together strategiz-
ing on ways to make more people in Dubuque, the 
churches at large, and the rest of the world more 
aware of the plight of the Palestinians and of the 
many people in Palestine and Israel who were trying 
so hard to make it a safe place for all peoples. One of 
the highlights of our friendship was a trip together to 
Turkey to visit many ancient Asia Minor sites import-
ant to the writing of the New Testament texts. During 
that trip, no one enjoyed baklava more than Jim and 
Karen!”

Finally, the Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud, Professor 
of Systematic Theology, the Kent S. Knutson & UELC 
Professor in Theology & Mission, and Director of 
the Center for Global Theologies, shares: “I first met 
Jim and Judy, and their sons, Jeff and Doug, in early 
January 1976, at Concordia College, Moorhead, MN, 
where I (a second-year international MDiv student 
at Wartburg Theological Seminary) was engaged in 
a pastoral practicum ‘shadowing’ the two campus 
pastors, Carl Lee and Ernie Mancini, in order to learn 
some of the basics of pastoral ministry on a college 
campus. Throughout the weeks of my January in-
terim, I had several conversations with Jim, both in 
their home, as a dinner guest, and on campus. I was 
struck then, and throughout the years that Jim was 
a colleague on the faculty at WTS, by Jim’s faithful-
ness in reading and interpreting Scripture (with a fo-
cus on the New Testament) so that the Word of God 
may speak to people in the concrete realities of their 
lives. Jim enjoyed playing volleyball and table tennis, 
throwing himself into each game fully as a player. As 
I write this reflection, his cheekiness is remembered 
in his smile and laughter at a good joke, both his own 
and another’s.”

Dr. Bailey’s legacy at Wartburg Theological Seminary 
is profound. He shaped the lives of countless stu-
dents who have gone on to serve the wider church.

Jim Bailey pictured with Winston Persaud and Sam Giere
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Introducing the Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner
DEAN OF THE CHAPEL

Will you tell us a little about your 
journey in ministry and what led 
you to consider the role of Dean 
of the Chapel?

I was baptized and confirmed in the 
United Methodist Church and in 
high school was drawn to the Bap-
tist church through their music and 
worship ministry. When I went to 
college, I started serving in a cam-
pus ministry and felt a call from the 
Spirit to dedicate my life to serving 
God in ministry. It’s been a long, ad-
venture-filled road that has led me 
here. 

I served a variety of churches in 
worship and music ministry for over 
20 years. Along the way I complet-
ed master and doctoral degrees in 
worship. Most recently I served as 
the Director of Worship, Music, and 
Technology at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Bellaire, Texas for 11 years. It was 
there that I began to discern a call to 
Word and Sacrament ministry, which led me to Wart-
burg in 2017. The Collaborative Learning option was 
very appealing and allowed me to attend seminary, 
continue serving Faith, and support my family. I com-
pleted my MDiv in 2021 and was called to serve New 
Life Lutheran Church in Pearland, Texas in 2022. 

When I saw the Dean of the Chapel position posted 
online, I felt that inner tug that makes you stop and 
consider, “Is this something God is calling me to?” I’ve 
always felt interested in academics and thought that 
eventually, one day I may end up serving in higher 
education in some capacity (there are few that toil 
away at doctoral work without entertaining this pos-
sibility). So, I began a discernment process that last-
ed several months. It included conversations with my 
family, spouse, colleagues, and my spiritual director. 
I opened the door to the possibility, and the Spirit 
did the rest. Throughout the process of discernment, 
interviews, and all the logistics that are involved in 
a major change of life like this, there have been too 
many coincidental things falling in place near flaw-
lessly for it to be anything other than God’s orches-
tration. There is an alignment to how things have 
worked out that is hard to explain as anything but 

the Spirit’s work. I am humbled and honored to ac-
cept the role of Dean of the Chapel and return home 
to the castle.

What excites you most about the opportunity to 
serve as the Dean of the Chapel at Wartburg?

There is much to be excited about because I believe 
that Wartburg will be a great place to serve. My time 
as a student here was crucial to my formation not 
only as a pastor, but as a baptized child of God. And 
that is what excites me the most: playing a small role 
in the formation of future pastors and deacons in 
Christ’s church. I want to help shape the worship life 
of the ELCA, and the training of our leaders is one of 
the most important ways to accomplish this. 

What is your vision for the liturgical life of our 
seminary? How do you balance tradition with 
innovation in worship?

Wartburg has a long history of being a worship-cen-
tered community. Worship is central to the identi-
ty of this seminary—it is baked into our DNA. Few 
theological schools commit themselves to pausing 

Submitted photo.
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mid-morning five days a week for word, sacrament, 
song, and prayer. My vision for the liturgical life of 
Wartburg is to maintain our well-established central-
ity of worship. Students, staff, and faculty all show 
up on common ground in the Loehe Chapel in need 
of God’s grace, Jesus’ words, and the Spirit’s vitality. 
There are no grades to be earned in chapel, only the 
bond of our community grafted into the mystery of 
the Triune God. Chapel is where we ponder our call-
ings, stand in awe of divine love, and seek reconcilia-
tion. Wartburg keeps worship at the center because 
we want pastors and deacons to keep worship at the 
center of their own lives as well as the center of the 
churches they will serve.

Can you share an example of a worship service 
or liturgical moment that deeply affected you? 
What made it meaningful?

I was part of a team that helped design and plan the 
last ELCA Worship Jubilee in Atlanta in July 2015. I 
served as the liaison to the historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church for an evening prayer service that was one of 
the most profound worship experiences for me. 

Two primary things made it so profound. One, I have 
a biracial family and am the father of two black sons. 
Two, this service was one month after the Charleston 
church shooting that took place at Mother Emanuel 
AME.

There were several points throughout the service 
that were emotionally overwhelming for me. The ra-
cial injustices that were bubbling to the surface of 
our country at that time (and continue to) made for 
a palpable lament. The choir lifted their voices and 
hands in praise, singing the songs of freedom that 
have united generations. The assembly sang with vig-
or the words, “Rid the earth of torture’s terror, you 
whose hands were nailed to wood.” We were led into 
a time of corporate lament and confession where 
we mourned Black and Brown men and women who 

are killed extrajudicially every 28 hours, followed by 
a commemoration honoring the Charleston Nine in 
which we spoke aloud their names. The assembly 
sang with sorrow the hymn, “They Met to Read the 
Bible” : “We grieve a wounded culture where fear 
and terror thrive, where some hate others for their 
race and guns are glorified.” One of the most moving 
offerings of that worship was the solo sang by Mary 
Harris Gurley, who was a contemporary of the late 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr and sang a hymn at 
his funeral. She sang, “If I Can Help Somebody,” her 
elderly voice testifying to the truth found in her life. I 
was moved and healed by the presence of God.

Near the end of the service, we sang The Lord’s 
Prayer, the same version of the song played by Al-
berta Williams King on June 30, 1974, right before she 
was gunned down in worship,while sitting on the or-
gan bench. It was a remarkable service, mixed with 
pain, lament, bittersweet joy, and hope in the resur-
rection. This worship experience has continually in-
spired my anti-racism efforts and has left a mark on 
my soul.

What role do you believe the Dean of the Chapel 
should play in the spiritual formation of students?

The Dean of the Chapel should assist in the formation 
of students by helping them discover the depth and 
breadth of Lutheran worship. There is not a single, 
definitive style of Lutheran worship. It is as diverse as 
the contexts in which it occurs. It draws on the whole 
of Christian tradition and the best of the hymnody 
and liturgy it has produced. Our denomination has 
also produced excellent guidepost resources and 
materials to carve our path in worship. And that path 
is friendly(!), offering meandering options that help 
to set the table but don’t force-feed us. They invite us 
into a tradition of worship that is theologically rich, 
ethically bound to neighbor, and open-handed. My 
role in forming students is to shape their imagination 
for all that Lutheran worship is and can be.

Submitted photo. Submitted photo. Submitted photo.
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Introducing Sarah Millman
VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE/OPERATIONS AND HR

Will you tell us a little about your-
self and your professional back-
ground?

My husband and I are both native 
to the Dubuque area and have been 
married since 2014. Together we 
have two children, MacKenzie and 
Waylon. I attended the University of 
Dubuque where I received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in accounting 
and human resources, as well as a 
Master of Business Administration. I 
have more than ten years of experi-
ence in both private and public ac-
counting and a passion for helping 
businesses succeed.

What inspired you to pursue a ca-
reer in accounting, and how did 
your journey lead you to Wart-
burg Theological Seminary? 

It’s intriguing to work in a profes-
sion that analyzes financial histori-
cal data, market trends, and various 
other metrics to enable better business decision-mak-
ing. Wartburg Theological Seminary provides an op-
portunity to contribute to a forward-thinking organi-
zation, while driving financial strategy that aligns with 
long-term goals.

What attracted you to Wartburg Theological Sem-
inary, and what excites you most about joining 
the team here? 

Wartburg Theological Seminary is a staple in the 
Dubuque community. It’s an exciting opportunity to 
work with a team of successful and passionate indi-
viduals who are all working together for the greater 
good of the organization.

Outside of work, what are some of your hobbies 
or interests?

Outside of work, you’ll find me spending time with 
family. I take great pride in coaching my children’s el-
ementary school basketball teams.

Do you have any message you’d like to share with 
the Wartburg community as you settle into your 
new role?

It is a great honor to be an appointed member of the 
President’s Administrative Cabinet. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity to lead the finance and operations 
activities in support of the Seminary’s mission. It has 
been a wonderful transition and a pleasure meeting 
so many members of the Wartburg community.

Submitted photo.
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 A Letter from the Chair, Board of Directors
As Chair of the Wartburg Theological Seminary Board 
of Directors, it is my great privilege to reflect on the 
past year at Wartburg, and to share our ongoing 
commitment to our mission and values. Wartburg 
has long been a leader in theological education and 
formation, and we continue to live out our mission 
with a deep commitment to diversity, care, and com-
munication. Our guiding principles of listening, won-
dering, and leading remain at the heart of all we do, 
shaping our community and our work.

At Wartburg, we believe that true leadership begins 
with listening. We listen first and foremost to the Wisdom of God, as well 
as to the voices of our students, faculty, staff, and community. We recog-
nize that each perspective enriches our understanding and strengthens 
our mission. We seek to foster a culture of open communication, to ensure 
that every member of our seminary feels heard, valued, and respected. 

Wondering is another vital component of our community life at Wartburg. 
We approach our work with a spirit of curiosity and openness, always seek-
ing to learn and grow as we respond to the movement and call of the Holy 
Spirit. This year, we have explored new ways of engaging with the world 
around us, asking important questions about how we can better serve 
God’s people in an ever-changing world. By embracing wonder, we are 
able to innovate and adapt, while still remaining grounded in our historic 
values and commitments.

As we engage in our mission of forming leaders for the church, we strive to 
lead by example, in a spirit of holy curiosity, creativity and joy. Grounded 
in our shared identity as disciples of Jesus Christ, we celebrate the richness 
that diversity brings to our seminary, and are steadfast in our commitment 
to creating an environment where everyone can thrive.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express our deep gratitude for 
the members who have served on the Board and are departing this year. 
We thank Andy Willenborg, Treasurer; Rev. Michael Carlson ‘04; and Bish-
op Laurie Skow-Anderson for their dedicated service and contributions to 
Wartburg’s mission. Their wisdom, guidance, and commitment have been 
invaluable, and they will be greatly missed.

At the same time, we eagerly anticipate welcoming our new Board mem-
bers at our October meeting: Sarah Millman, Treasurer; Rev. Rudy Flores 
‘21; Rev. Gerald Mansholt; Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe; and Deacon Ross 
Murray. 

As we look ahead, we are filled with hope and excitement for the future 
of Wartburg Theological Seminary. Thank you for being a part of our com-
munity and for your continued support of Wartburg Theological Seminary. 
Together, we are making a difference in the world, one leader at a time.

In gratitude and hope,

Kathy Patrick
Chair, Board of Directors
Wartburg Theological Seminary

2024 Impact Report
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A Note from the President

The Rev. Dr. Kristin Johnston Largen
President, Wartburg Theological Seminary

The call to “disciplize,” as one of my former colleagues used to say, is universal. This 
call is given to all Christians in our baptism. In other words, “making disciples” is not 
something that only the pastor or deacon does, but something we all do. We witness 
to the faith that is in us as we embody Christ’s love and mercy with our co-workers, as 
we manifest Christ’s grace in our families, and as we reflect our Christian identity in 
how we give our money, our time, and our attention.

Thanks to your support, here at Wartburg Theological Seminary, we are forming lead-
ers who are prepared to guide congregations and other Christian communities into an 
active embodiment of their faith. Because our students have been formed by inten-
tional Christian community here, they know better how to foster intentional Christian 

community there. Because our students have wrestled with difficult conversations here, they know better 
how to facilitate difficult conversations there. And, most importantly, because our students are deeply 
grounded in a worship-centered life together here, they know the importance of centering one’s life in the 
worship of Jesus Christ there.

This Wartburg Seminary community could not exist without your partnership in our mission. We are deeply 
grateful for your prayers, for your encouragement, and for your financial generosity, reflected in the pages 
of this Impact Report.

We give thanks to God for your loyalty to Wartburg Theological Seminary. God has blessed us through you, 
enabling us to form the next generation of leaders for the sake of the gospel in the world.

May we all respond to the movement of the Holy Spirit, swirling in our midst, and say “yes” to Christ’s call to 
make disciples, joyfully inviting others into the life-giving relationship with God that makes all things new.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”
– Matthew 28:19 INCOME

$5,757,898

2024 Impact Report
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INCOME
$5,757,898

EXPENSES
 $6,183,106 

Fiscal Year 2023-24 By the Numbers

2024 Impact Report

ENDOWMENT
$34,427,240 



Page  18   |   LifeTogether + Impact Report

Mark Glazener and Katie Ohren-Shipman

Breck Cogswell and the Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner

Paige Doegen Astine Bose, Kirby Snitker, Sarah Shipman, and Caren Sellers

Rev. Lamont Wells Noah Dodd

Emma Janzen and Jay Kiel

Sam Trottier

Prof. Troy Troftgruben Milo Mell
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Wartburg Seminary Donor Support
LOEHE LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY

The Loehe Lifetime Giving Society, named for Wartburg Seminary’s founder Wilhelm Loehe, honors supporters with lifetime giving of 
$25,000 or more of received gifts. We express our sincere gratitude for the lasting impact these individuals have made on our mission.

Mrs. Eleanor Adix
Rev. & Mrs. William F Adix
Dr. Robert H & Ms. Sonia Albers
Mr. Wayne & Mrs. Nancy Anderson
Rev. Terrie Rae & Mr. Chris 
   Anderson
Rev. Ginger Anderson-Larson &  
   Rev. Keith Larson
Mrs. Helene Antholz
Mr. Jack Arlitt
Mrs. Marie Assmus
Rev. David H & Mrs. Ruth Assmus
Mr. John & Ms. Jennifer Augustine
Mrs. Judith Bailey
Mrs. Ted H Bany
Mr. James & Ms. Helen Ruth  
   Barrett
Rev. Kyle & Mrs. Alexandra Barton
Mrs. Fern Basden
Rev. Leon & Mrs. Janet Bauer
Rev. Dr. Paul & Mrs. Rae Bauman
Rev. Thomas T Baumgardner
Rev. John C & Mrs. Carla Beem
Dr. Roger & Ms. Angela Bell
Mr. Steven Benz & Ms. Lynne D  
   Sherburne-Benz
Mrs. Dorothea Berke
Mrs. Ruth Bettge
Mr. Charles Beyer
Rev. Charles W & Mrs. Bernadean  
   Bichel
Rev. Sharon & Mr. Greg Bockelman
Rev. Alvin H Bohls
Rev. Philip Borleske
Mrs. Dorothy Bowen
Rev. Norman Braatz
Mr. George F & Ms. Jackie Brammer
Rev. & Mrs. Richard D Bremer †
Rev. Dean & Mrs. Kari Brockmeier
Mr. Leroy Brodowski
Mr. Michael Brodowski
Rev. Harold H Brokering
Mrs. Hazel Budach
Bishop Michael & Mrs. Diane  
   Burk
Rev. Diane Campbell
Rev. Margaret Casper
Mrs. Judith Cherwinka
Mrs. Esther Chi
Rev. Stephen & Mrs. Johnana Clark
Rev. Dr. Norma Cook Everist &  
   Rev. Burton Everist

Dr. Stephen Cornils
Rev. Brenda Crossfield
Ms. Linda W & Mr. Lawrence C  
   Davis
Rev. William F Derrick
Rev. Dr. Dennis & Ms. Karen  
   Dickman
Mrs. Karen Dickman
Ms. Dorothy Diemer
Rev. Max H & Mrs. Dorothy Diemer
Mrs. Marialyce Dittmar
Rev. Donald & Rev. Gloria Keiser  
   Dovre
Ms. Rita & Mr. David Dudley
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Martha 
   Eastwood
Mr. George & Mrs. Elizabeth Egge †
Mrs. Lois Eissler
Mr. Paul K Erbes
Mrs. Alice Fjeld
Mrs. Marilyn E & Rev. Dr. Roger  
   Fjeld
Rev. Dr. Roger W Fjeld
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Forde-Beatty
Mr. Charles A & Mrs. Margaret  
   Fougeron
Rev. Dr. Nathan & Ms. Diane  
   Frambach
Rev. Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr.  
   William Davis
Rev. Arno L Frerichs & Ms. Sarah     
   Rogers
Dr. Ted C Fritschel
Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel
Ms. Barbara Fritschel
Mr. Erwin Fruehling
Mrs. JoAnn Fruehling
Rev. Eldor M Fruehling
Mr. Robert & Ms. Carolyn Gelpke
Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere & Bishop 
Amy Current
Mrs. Elsie Gilbertson
Rev. Carl W Glamm
Mrs. Donna Goerdel
Mr. Bill & Ms. Mary Ann Goettler
Mr. William & Ms. Deborah 
   Granger
Rev. Glen H & Ms. Shirley Gronlund
Rev. Harold Gronstal
Dr. Herbert Gross
Mrs. Marvin G Grunke
Mr. Filmore Gustafson

Ms. Lucille Hager
Ms. Gretchen Hallerberg
Mrs. Josephine Hanauer
Ms. Karen Hansen
Rev. Kurt & Ms. Susan Hansen
Mr. Mark & Ms. Anne Hansen
Rev. Curtis & Ms. Susan Hanson
Rev. Bruce & Ms. Sherrill Hanstedt
Rev. Arlyn J & Mrs. Millie Hausmann
Mrs. Mary Heidtke
Rev. Ray & Ms. Janice Heilener
Ms. Arvis Heling
Mrs. Lucille Helmbrecht
Mr. Donald & Ms. JoAnne Heltner
Ms. Sherlee Hendrickson
Rev. Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Kathy  
   Henning
Rev. Jennifer & Mr. Jerry Henry
Dr. Robert & Ms. Mildred Herder
Mr. Warren Herreid II & Ms. 
   Jeannine Rivet
Mrs. Clara Heye
Ms. Nancy & Rev. Paul Heykes
Rev. Dr. Paul & Ms. Elaine Hill
Rev. Eimo Eldon & Ms. Patricia  
   Hinrichs
Mrs. Lois Holck
Mr. David L & Ms. Joyce 
   Horstmann
Rev. Peggy Ogden-Howe
Rev. Judith L & Mr. Terry Huseth
Dr. David Jacox
Mr. Jerry & Ms. Annette Johns
Mr. Douglas Johnson
Mrs. Helga Johnson
Rev. James H & Rev. Carol 
   Johnson
Rev. Louise Johnson
Mrs. Maxine Johnson
Rev. Jane & Dr. Presley Johnston
Mr. Eugene & Ms. Sharon  
   Jorandby
Mr. Myron O & Ms. Terrie Jordahl
Dr. Ralph Jung
Mr. David & Ms. Jill Justin
Ms. Ruth Bohls Kelling
Rev. Karl O † & Ms. Carol Kessler
Mr. Lonnie & Ms. Dianna 
Kindseth
Ms. Marie Kleckley
Dr. Gerald R Kleinfeld
Dr. Phillip & Ms. Sharron Knox

Noah Dodd

Milo Mell
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Rev. Herb & Ms. Anne Knudten Jr
Rev. Barbara J Knutson
Mr. Steve & Ms. Brenda Koenig
Mr. Marvin & Ms. Lynn Koester
Rev. Ronald G & Ms. Mary Ellen  
   Koplitz
Rev. D Ray & Ms. Dorothy Kraemer
Mr. Theophil R & Ms. Sharon R  
   Krienke Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kruse
Ms. Evelyn Ann Kruse
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Kruse
Mr. Harold & Ms. Grace Kurtz
Ms. Geraldine Lambert
Rev. Herbert F & Ms. Barbara  
   Lammert
Ms. Gail Lampley
Mr. & Mrs. John Langhoff
Rev. Dr. Kristin & Rev. Dr. John  
   Largen
Mr. Quinten Larsen
Rev. Ivan E & Ms. Kris Larsen
Rev. Dr. Duane Larson
Mr. Zachary A & Ms. Kristin Larson
Ms. Sally & Mr. Glen Lee
Ms. Judie Lehman
Rev. Robert F Lehmann
Rev. Eugene J Leschensky
Mr. John & Mrs. Agnete Lind
Rev. Thomas F Loftus
Mrs. Lois Luedtke
Mrs. Dorothy Lussenden
Dr. Charles Lutz
Rev. Dr. Robert D Lynne
Rev. Dr. Charles H & Ms. Pauline  
   Maahs
Ms. Cathy Maasdam
Mr. Robert T Madsen
Mr. Luther L & Ms. Charroll T  
   Marshall Jr
Mr. Thomas B. Ms. Lynne
   Martin-Erickson
Mr. Fred Matthias
Mr. Michael R & Ms. Vicky Mattila
Mr. Don & Mrs. Judy Maurer
Mr. George A & Ms. Marilyn Max
Rev. Paul Meeker
Ms. Katie Meints
Rev. Dr. Nelson & Ms. Shirley  
   Meyer
Mr. Stanley Midtbo
Rev. Curtis H & Ms. Sharyl Miller
Mr. Lyle Miller
Mrs. Sharyl Miller
Mr. James & Ms. Connie Mohn
Mr. J Duane & Ms. Audrey  
   Mortensen
Mrs. D. Lee Muehlbrad

Rev. Gilbert G & Mrs. Fayth  
   Mueller
Ms. Jessie Mueller Trust
Ms. Jane M Mundschenk
Mr. Daniel & Ms. Peg Musil
Rev. Carl O Nelson
Rev. Dr. Craig L & Mrs. Cathy  
   Nessan
Ms. Stella Nieman
Rev. & Mrs. Clayton C Nietfeld
Rev. Rodney Nordby & Ms. Nancy  
   Anderson
Rev. Peggy Ogden-Howe
Dr. Daniel L Olson
Mr. David & Ms. Larayne Olson
Rev. Dr. Stanley & Mrs. Nancy  
   Olson
Mrs. Louise Ottmers
Ms. Helen Pagel
Rev. J Elliott & Ms. Kathryn 
   Pancoast
Ms. Florence Panning
Ms. Kathy Patrick & Rev. Arthur  
   Murphy
Rev. Dr. Leo H & Ms. Linda  
   Patterson
Rev. Dr. Winston & Dr. May 
   Persaud
Mr. Roger W & Ms. Elise R 
   Peterson
Mrs. Jean Peterson
Mr. Bill & Mrs. Karen Pfluger
Rev. Frank & Dr. Janet Philipp
Ms. Virginia Poovey
Rev. Dr. Duane A Priebe
Rev. Charles & Mrs. Helen Probst
Rev. Alfred E & Mrs. Myrna Putz
Mr. James & Ms. Gail Raffel
Mr. Daniel & Mrs. Barbara Martin  
   Rank
Ms. Carol Rask
Mr. Carl & Ms. Valerie Rausch
Rev. Richard Rehfeldt
Rev. Armin H & Mrs. Miriam Reitz
Mrs. Miriam Reitz
Ms. Tecla Sund Reklau & Mr. Fred  
   Reklau
Ms. Rachel Riensche
Rev. Dr. Jan Rippentrop Schnell &  
   Dr. Steven Rippentrop
Rev. Arthur F Roepke
Ms. Jean J Ruege
Rev. Dale L & Mrs. Catherine  
   Ruosch
Mr. Charles E & Mrs. Kathy Safris
Rev. Dr. Gwen Sayler
Rev. Roland & Mrs. Barbara  
   Schaedig

Rev. Ronald & Mrs. Else Schardt
Mrs. Alice Schattauer
Rev. Dr. Thomas Schattauer & Dr.  
   Paula Carlson
Mr. Claude Scheuneman
Rev. Dr. Edwin Schick
Mr. Jim Schleicher
Mr. Ulrich O Schlichting
Rev. Dr. Robert E & Mrs. Karen  
   Schlortt Jr
Rev. Dr. John & Mrs. Susan  
   Schmeling
Mrs. Alma Ganz Schuetz
Mr. Steven & Ms. Rosslyn Schultz
Rev. Patricia Shaw
Rev. David L Shelstad & Dr. Lorri J  
   Lobeck
Rev. Michael & Mrs. Kathe Sherer
Col Louis & Mrs. Susan Soon Shim
Mrs. Marian Shrader
Ms. Frances Smith
Dr. Cynthia Smith
Dr. Lynn C Smith
Mrs. Ruth Smith
Rev. Susanne Smith
Rev. Dr. David & Mrs. Diane 
   Solberg
Rev. Harris & Mrs. Carol 
   Sonnenberg
Mr. R L Sorensen
Mr. Alan Sorenson
Rev. Renee & Rev. Jonathan 
   Splichal Larson
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth A Stein
Mr. Fred Steinhauer
Rev. Christine & Mr. Daryl Stienstra
Mr. Duane F & Ms. Beverly 
   Stokebrand
Rev. William R & Mrs. Carol Straka
Ms. Kristine Roe
Dr. Evelyn Streng
Ms. Helen Streng
Mrs. Charlotte Streng
Mr. Marcus & Mrs. Marsha Streng
Mr. William P Streng
Mr. Doug & Ms. Susie Stussi
Mr. Raymond E Sund
Mr. Clarke Swanson
Mr. Werner Teggemann
Mr. Ronald & Ms. Sandy Thiel
J. Walton Tomford & Gretchen 
   Hallerberg
Rev. Larry & Mrs. Lois Trachte
Ms. Faith & Mr. Don Trapp
Ms. Ruth Trautman
Rev. Dr. Troy & Mrs. Maria 
   Troftgruben
Mr. Robert H & Mrs. Donetta  
   Ulrich
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Rev. Dr. April Ulring Larson & Rev.  
   Judd Larson
Mr. Donald Ungerer
Mrs. Della Vivien
Rev. Don D Vlasak
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Sally Vogel
Dr. Philip Wahlberg & Ms. Rachel  
   Conrad Wahlberg
Ms. Lucy J Wall
Mrs. Elmer Weger
Ms. Barbara Weiblen
Mr. William A Weiblen
Ms. Helen I Weiss

Mr. Victor Weiss
Rev. Arthur R Weiss Jr
Mrs. Dorothy Wenger
Rev. James & Ms. Nancy Wenger
Dr. Gilbert & Mrs. Mary Wessel
Mr. John & Ms. Connie Wiese
Rev. William Wittig
Mr. Alvin J Wittmaier
Rev. Arthur V & Ms. Donna M  
   Wood
Rev. Dr. Mark & Rev. Margaret  
   Yackel-Juleen
Rev. Edgar A & Mrs. Verona Zelle

Rev. Lloyd F Ziebarth
Mr. Richard & Ms. Marge 
   Zimmerman
Dr. Vernon Zunker

My time at WTS has given me a place to learn and grow in my faith and a sense of 
call — and I have found a tight-knit community of peers to walk alongside with on this 
journey of formation, and beyond.” ““

JOHN VICKERY, CONTINUING YEAR STUDENT
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INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT
The generous people listed here have given or directed gifts to support the mission of Wartburg Seminary during the 2023–2024 
fiscal year. These gifts include support for the Annual Fund, which is critical to our continued financial strength, flexibility, and 
sustainability, as well as support to the endowment or special projects. A cross (†) is used to indicate the person has died within the year.

$25,000 or more
Mr. William & Ms. Deborah Granger
Ms. Gretchen Hallerberg
Ms. Barbara Holwenger
Rev. Ronald G & Ms. Mary Ellen Koplitz
Rev. Dr. Kristin & Rev. Dr. John Largen
Ms. Kathy Patrick & Rev. Arthur Murphy
Mr. Charles E & Mrs. Kathy Safris
Rev. Dr. Mark & Rev. Margaret Yackel-Juleen

$10,000-$24,999
Rev. Philip Borleske
Ms. Annamarie DeYoung
Rev. Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr. William Davis
Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel
Mr. Robert & Ms. Carolyn Gelpke
Ms. Nancy & Rev. Paul Heykes
Rev. Barbara J Knutson
Mr. Harold & Ms. Grace Kurtz
Rev. Robert F Lehmann
Mr. George A & Ms. Marilyn Max
Rev. Dr. Nelson & Ms. Shirley Meyer
Rev. Dr. Winston & Dr. May Persaud
Mr. Alan Sorenson
Ms. Charlotte Streng
Mr. Doug & Ms. Susie Stussi
Mr. Allan T Thoms
Ms. Ruth Walbon
Ms. Janice Weinman

$5,000-$9,999
Rev. Dr. Norma Cook Everist & Rev. Burton Everist
Mrs. Judith Diekhoff
Rev. Elizabeth Druckrey Stempinski & Mr. Gerald  
   Stempinski
Ms. Barbara Fritschel
Mr. Filmore Gustafson
Mr. David L & Ms. Joyce Horstmann
Mr. Mike & Mrs. Zanny Johnson
Rev. Wolf Knappe
Mr. Steve & Ms. Brenda Koenig
Ms Rebecca Lawrence
Ms. Katie Ode
Ms. Irene Paape †
Ms. Helen Pagel
Mr. James & Ms. Gail Raffel
Mr. Jim Schleicher
Rev. John & Ms. Phylis Schleicher
Ms. Shirlee Schumann
Rev. Patricia Shaw

Rev. John David & Mrs. Mona Sorenson
Rev. William R & Mrs. Carol Straka
Ms. Kristine Roe
Rev. Nord Swanstrom & Mr. Harry Wicherson
Rev. Don D Vlasak †
Mr. Robert Wasko

$2,500-$4,999
Ms. Shelli Ackerman-Koester & Rev. Tim Koester
Rev. Ginger Anderson-Larson & Rev. Keith Larson
Rev. Victor A Baderschneider
Mrs. Dorothea Berke
Ms. Bernadean Bichel
Rev. Sharon & Mr. Greg Bockelman
Rev. Gail Brodersen-Heins
Rev. George J & Mrs. Mareke Campbell †
Mrs. Judith Cherwinka
Ms. Linda W & Mr. Lawrence C Davis
Rev. Dr. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl
Rev. Dr. James Fruehling
Mr. Marshall & Ms. Jerry Grabau
Rev. Curtis & Ms. Susan Hanson
Rev. Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Kathy Henning
Dr. Robert & Ms. Mildred Herder
Rev. Judith L & Mr. Terry Huseth
Mr. Marvin & Ms. Lynn Koester
Rev. Tim & Ms. Shelli Koester
Mr. Zachary A & Ms. Kristin Larson
Ms. Sally & Mr. Glen Lee
Rev. Donald Wayne Lemke
Rev. Linda & Mr. Kurt Livingston
Mr. Lyle Miller
Mr. J Duane & Ms. Audrey Mortensen
Deacon Ross Murray
Rev. Dr. Craig L & Mrs. Cathy Nessan
Rev. Rodney Nordby & Ms. Nancy Anderson
Rev. Peggy Ogden-Howe
Dr. Daniel L Olson
Rev. David Ethan Olson & Mr. Rick Torres
Rev. Dr. Stanley & Mrs. Nancy Olson
Ms. Florence Panning
Mrs. Jean Peterson
Mr. Daniel & Mrs. Barbara Martin Rank
Mr. Carl & Ms. Valerie Rausch
Mr. Jon Reynolds
Rev. Dr. Thomas Schattauer & Dr. Paula Carlson
Mr. Chris & Mrs. Mary Schmidt
Rev. David L Shelstad & Dr. Lorri J Lobeck
Dr. Lynn C Smith
Rev. Harry C & Mrs. Shirley Sorensen
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Rev. Renee & Rev. Jonathan Splichal Larson
Mr. Marcus & Mrs. Marsha Streng
Rev. Ray & Mrs. Deborah Sue Tiemann
Rev. Dr. Troy & Mrs. Maria Troftgruben
Rev. Lloyd F Ziebarth

$1,000-$2,499
Rev. Mara Ahles-Iverson
Rev. Valerian Ahles & Rev. Chris Iverson
Rev. Kenneth H & Mrs. Lois Ahntholz
Dr. Robert H & Ms. Sonia Albers
Rev. Ivan Amman
Ms. Mary L Anderson
Rev. Raymond & Mrs. Sandy Anderson
Rev. Gus Barnes
Rev. Dr. Paul & Mrs. Rae Bauman
Rev. Ernst T & Mrs. Carolyn L Bentsen
Mr. Cary Duane Berg
Mr. Dale & Ms. Mary Bjerning
Rev. Richard Friedrich Bolz
Rev. Maria & Mr. Brent Bonine

Rev. Norman Braatz
Rev. Stephen P & Ms. Susan Brackett
Rev. Dean & Mrs. Kari Brockmeier
Rev. Brian & Rev. Susan Burchfield
Rev. Michael D & Ms. Tammy Carlson
Mr. James Carter
Mr. Paul & Ms. VeeAnn Cartwright
Mrs. Tonya Cockram
Rev. Michael & Rev. Dr. Pamela Cooper-White
Dr. Stephen Cornils
Rev. Brenda Crossfield
Ms. Mari Danielson Jones
Rev. Jacob & Rev. Trisha DeBoer
Rev. Christopher & Rev. Dr. Allison deForest
Mrs. Karen Dickman
Ms. Rita & Mr. David Dudley
Dr. Thom & Ms. Sally Edgar
Chaplain Col Timothy & Col Jan Faulk Eggleston
Rev. Duane R Everson
Rev. JoAnn & Mr. John Fabie
Rev. Dr. Michael W & Mrs. Christine Foss
Rev. Dr. Nathan & Ms. Diane Frambach

When I arrived on Wartburg’s campus, I found myself in a liminal space. 
Prolog Week not only fostered a strong sense of community but also became 
a transformative experience that deepened my calling and purpose as a lay 
leader, inspiring me to serve with radical love, compassion, and justice, all 
deeply grounded in the gospel.”““
SHEENA FOSTER, FIRST YEAR STUDENT
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INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT, CONT’D

Photo contributed by Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben

Rev. Eldor M Fruehling
Dr. Erich & Ms. Anna Fruehling
Mr. Gerald & Ms. Sandi Fruehling
Mr. Steve & Ms. Martha Fruehling
Rev. Lee & Rev. Dena Gable
Rev. Kenneth W & Ms. Barbara Gamb
Mr. Wayne & Ms. Lois Garms
Rev. Carl W Glamm
Rev. G Mark & Ms. Heather Griffith
Rev. Glen H & Ms. Shirley Gronlund
Ms. Ruthann J & Mr. Darrel J Gunderson
Rev. Gail Hagerty & Mr. Dale Sandstrom
Bishop Lorna & Rev David Halaas
Mr. Paul & Ms. Marilyn Ann Halvor
Rev. Rhonda Hanisch
Ms. Joyce Elaine Hansel
Mr. George Hansen
Rev. Kurt & Ms. Susan Hansen
Rev. Peter & Ms. Susan Heide
Ms Sharon Helman
Rev. Jennifer & Mr. Jerry Henry
Ms. Elizabeth Hoeger
Ms. Carole Hofstad
Rev. Duane L & Mrs. Marcia Holst
Mr. Douglas & Ms. Karen Horstmann
Rev. Harvey J & Ms. Gloria Jaeger
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Jensen
Rev. James M & Ms. Claudia Johnson
Mr. Bernard Juday
Dr. Ralph Jung
Mr. David & Ms. Jill Justin
Dr. Steve & Ms. Sue Kading
Mrs. Elizabeth Knebel
Mr. Michael & Ms. Marilyn Knilans
Rev. Rudolph S & Ms. Dorothy Kolberg
Mr. Paul & Ms. Karen Kuhlmann
Mr. Dale Landgren
Rev. Ivan E & Ms. Kris Larsen
Mr. David & Ms. Julie Larson
Mr. Thomas & Ms. Sharon Leesman
Rev. Richard L Lehmann
Rev. Janet & Mr. Dan Lepp
Rev. Joel & Ms. Margaret Ley
Rev. Gerald L & Ms. Anita Mansholt
Mr. Thomas B. Martin-Erickson
Rev. Paul Matthias
Mr. Michael R & Ms. Vicky Mattila
Rev. Harold † & Ms. Linda McMillin
Mrs. Sharyl Miller
Rev. Dr. Melvin A † & Ms. Linda Miritz †
Rev. Benjamin F & Mrs. Gwen Mirtz
Mr. David & Ms. Christine Moore
Mrs. D. Lee Muehlbrad
Mr. John Mueller
Ms. Jane M Mundschenk
Mrs. Elfie Nadell
Rev. Roy & Ms. Jean Nelson
Ms. Ruth Nelson
Rev. Christian & Ms. Kristin Nisonger

Rev. Mark & Ms. Linda Nygard
Ms. Maureen Oostdik
Rev. Thomas & Ms. Gail Opoien
Dr. Karl A & Ms. Peg Otto
Dr. Ronald A & Ms. Kathryn Pascale
Rev. Robert & Ms. Leda Patrick
Rev. Dr. Leo H & Ms. Linda Patterson
Ms. Joyce Persaud
Rev. Carl W & Ms. Marlene Peters
Mr. Arlyn & Ms. Connie Picken
Ms. Carol Rask
Rev. James E & Ms. Karyl Reents
Rev. Michael Rehak & Ms. Pira Mueller
Rev. Larry D & Ms. Ellen Rehlander
Mr. Richard & Ms. Shirley Retz
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Jodee Richardson
Ms. Rachel Riensche
Mrs. Jean Rothfusz
Ms. Jane Rudolf
Rev. William Runaas Jr & Mrs. Jane Runaas
Rev. Ann Rundquist
Rev. Kermit & Ms. Doris Rye
Rev. Dr. Allan H & Mrs. Erline S Sager
Rev. Richard P & Ms. Ann Sansgaard
Rev. Ronald & Mrs. Else Schardt
Mr. Edwin L & Ms. E Lorraine Scharlau
Ms. Marietta Schemmel
Mr. Paul & Mrs. Joyce Scherner
Rev. Jerleen Schlesser
Mr. John Schmidt
Mr. Steven & Ms. Rosslyn Schultz
Ms. Kiersten Scooler
Mr. Harold & Ms. Frances Seibel
Ms. Mary & Mr. Thomas Shelton
Rev. Michael & Mrs. Kathe Sherer
Rev. Dr. David & Mrs. Diane Solberg
Rev. Gerald & Mrs. Marjo Staehling
Mr. Duane F & Ms. Beverly Stokebrand
Mr. James Stolte
Rev. Delvin & Ms. Anita Strecker
Rev. & Mrs. Stanley Sultemeier
Ms. Avalene Swanson
Rev. DeWayne & Ms. Kathy Teig
Rev. Kenneth D & Ms. Marlys Thurow
Ms. Patricia & Dr. Craig Tillman
Rev. Larry & Mrs. Lois Trachte
Ms. Faith & Mr. Don Trapp
Rev. Dr. April Ulring Larson & Rev. Judd Larson
Mr. Jeffrey & Ms. Ann Voermans
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Sally Vogel
Ms. Lucy J Wall
Mr. Darrell & Ms. Barb Weltzin
Mr. Duane & Ms. Jan Wenndt
Dr. Gilbert & Mrs. Mary Wessel
Rev. Kendra Wilde & Dr. Ben Spiger
Mrs. Phyllis Wilker
Mrs. Janna & Mr. Douglas Williams
Rev. Carl & Ms. Cheryl Witt
Rev. Janet Peele Wold & Mr. Alan R Wold
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During my time at Wartburg Theological Seminary, particularly in 
my first-year classes, I finally found the language and framework 
to more fully articulate my sense of call. It was through these 
foundational courses that my understanding of God in Jesus Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit, was deepened and clarified. Wartburg has 
not only shaped my theological foundation but also empowered 
me to fully grasp and express my calling in a way that resonates 
deeply with my discernment towards pastoral ministry.”

““
WADE CREVIER, CONTINUING YEAR STUDENT
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INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT, CONT’D
Rev. Kathleen Wold
Mrs. Wanda Zingale
Ms. Catherine & Mr. Steven Zwernemann

$500-$999
Mr. Donald Ahrens
Rev. Gary D Anderson
Ms. Marcia Anderson
Rev. Carole Andres
Rev. Beverly Jo Arnold
Rev. Kerry & Ms. Karen Aucker
Mr. John & Ms. Jennifer Augustine
Rev. Norman & Ms. Carol Bauer
Rev. Thomas T Baumgardner
Rev. Larry & Ms. Jodie Beck
Rev. Karen M R & Deacon David H R Behling
Rev. Eric A & Ms. Carolyn Biedermann
Rev. Robert A & Ms. Karalee Bipes
Mr. John Bjork
Ms Rebecca Black
Mr. Paul Melvin Blobaum
Mr. Neil & Ms. Karen Bogenschneider
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Linda Boll
Rev. Dr. Jean Bozeman
Rev. David & Rev. Gwen Brandfass
Rev. Joshua & Ms. Gail Brecht
Rev. & Mrs. Richard D Bremer †
Bishop Michael & Mrs. Diane Burk
Ms. Marilyn Burns
Ms. Julie Busch
Ms. Judy Clark
Rev. Allen E & Mrs. Lila Collins
Mr. Timothy & Ms Christine Conlon
Mr. Bruce & Ms. Beverly Conway
Rev. Tammy & Mr. Chris Craker
Mr. Harold & Mrs. Wendy Crater
Rev. Daryl D & Ms. Gwen M Daugs
Rev. Judy Deckert
Rev. Tom M & Ms. Becky Dettmer
Dr. Herman Diers
Rev. Debra J Dinda
Rev. Darin Easler & Rev. Bradley Schmeling
Rev. Stanley J Eckermann
Mr. Keith A & Mrs. Ellen Enstrom
Mr. Paul K Erbes
Dr. Evon O Flesberg & Mr. Norman M Nelson
Rev. Rudy & Ms. Carol Flores
Dr. John E & Dr. Deborah Franke
Rev. David L & Ms. Lynda Franks
Dr. Richard & Ms. Sandra Fruehling
Ms. Mary E Gammelin
Ms. Mary Ellyn Gibbs
Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere & Bishop Amy Current
Rev. Jerome G & Mrs. Jane Godson
Mr. Dale & Ms. Susan Goodman
Mr. David & Ms. Jayne Goos
Rev. Roy & Ms. Margaret Hammerling
Rev. John M & Ms. Barbara Hanisch

Rev. Eric Hanson & Rev. Carina Schiltz
Mr. Stephen & Ms. Virginia Haterius
Rev. Steve & Ms. Julie Herder
Rev. Paul A & Ms. Carolyn Hesterberg
Ms. Debra & Mr. Bill Hibbard
Rev. Karen Hofstad
Rev. Alice M Horton
Rev. William Dean & Ms. Melzee Jacobson
Mr. Jerry & Ms. Annette Johns
Ms. Kristina Johnson
Dr. Rene & Rev. Phil Johnson
Ms. Lora Lee Johnson-Berke & Rev. Steven Berke
Rev. Jane & Dr. Presley Johnston
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Gwen Jones
Mr. Eugene & Ms. Sharon Jorandby
Rev. Paul & Ms. Nancy Judson
Rev. Bryant & Ms. Lindy Kaden
Rev. Jay & Ms. Kris Kamrath
Rev. Randall & Ms. Donna Kasch
Rev. David J & Ms. Susan Keller
Rev. Karl O † & Ms. Carol Kessler
Rev. Amanda Kossow
Rev. Alfred & Ms. Kathy Krebs
Ms. Joan Krogh
Rev. Galen E & Rev. Helen Beth Kuhens
Mrs. Florence Larsen
Rev. Donald R & Ms. Ruth Legacie
Ms. Donna Lein
Rev. Gary J & Ms. Jodee Liedtke
Deacon Kellie Lisi & Rev. Jason Davis
Mr. Kevin & Ms. Mini Locke
Dr. Bruce & Ms. Annie Loewenhagen
Rev. Karen A Lundwall
Rev. Dr. Charles H & Ms. Pauline Maahs
Rev. Christina & Mr. Russell Martin
Rev. Stacy Martin
Rev. Nancy McClurg †
Rev. Thomas & Ms. Jackie McFarland
Ms. Arlene Meyer
Ms. Marlene Michel
Rev. Lloyd L & Ms. Janet Miller
Rev. Ronald D & Rev. Andrea Myers
Mr. Chris Narum
Rev. David & Ms. Mary Nelsestuen
Rev. Albert G & Ms. Nancy Nelson
Mr. Donovan & Ms. Kerri Nelson
Rev. Mark J Nelson
Mr. Richard & Ms. Charlotte Nelson
Rev. Brandon & Ms. Christina Newton
Ms. Violet Niedermayr
Rev. Stephen L & Rev. Alicia Nierman
Mr. Allen Nordsiden
Rev. Mark & Ms. Nancy Oehlert
Mr. Nathan Oppedahl
Rev. Barbara Otten
Rev. Lisa Parker & Mr. Rod Hanze
Rev. Anna Peck
Rev. Robert E & Ms. Joyce Pestal
Mr. James J & Ms. Kathy Phelan
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Rev. Frank & Dr. Janet Philipp
Rev. Jim & Rev. Elizabeth Polanzke
Rev. Dennis L & Ms. Leila Preston
Rev. Dr. Mark W & Mrs. Lesley Pries
Rev. Nancy M & Dr. William A Raabe
Sr Ruth Ellen Rebelein
Rev. Richard Rehfeldt
Ms. Tecla Sund Reklau & Mr. Fred Reklau
Mr. James R & Ms. Venice Richardson
Rev. Aaron & Ms. Sarah Richter
Mr. W Chris & Mrs. Erma Richter
Rev. Fred & Ms. Kris Rilling
Ms. Marion Roecker
Rev. Merlin & Ms. Jill Schlichting
Rev. Reuben G & Ms. Marilyn Schnaidt
Mrs. Joan Schroeder
Ms. Sara Shingledecker
Rev Violeta Siguenza
Rev. Richard W & Ms. Jean Smith
Rev. Thomas W & Ms. Betsi Smith
Mr. Arlyn A & Mrs. Joanne Solberg
Rev. Kermit & Mrs. Bonnie Solem
Rev. Nancy & Rev. Neal Solomonson
Mr. William & Ms. Janet Striepe
Rev. Erick & Ms. Kristi Swanson
Rev. Dr. John & Ms. Elaine Swyers
Rev. & Mrs. Stephen Talmage
Ms. Laura Thalacker & Mr. Kyle Iboshi
Rev. Luther & Ms. Paula Thoresen
Mr. Richard & Ms. Jane Trapp
Rev. Aneel & Ms. Sara Trivedi
Mr. Paul Ulland
Mr. Steven & Mrs. Carol Unger
Rev. Erika & Mr. Russ Uthe
Rev. Stephen & Mrs. Kaye Van Gilder
Rev. Robert T & Ms. Marcy Voss
Rev. Mark & Ms. Brenda Wagner
Rev. Philip Wangberg & Rev. Patricia Holman
Rev. Melissa & Rev. Paul Waterman
Rev. Dayna & Mr. Tim Weltzin
Rev. Norman G & Mrs. Myrna Wente
Bishop Shelley R Wickstrom
Rev. Mary Wiggins
Rev. Dr. Gary A & Mrs. Karen Wilkerson
Mr. Andy & Ms. Julie Willenborg
Dr. James E & Ms. Gracia C Willis
Ms. Jennifer Wipperman
Rev. William Wrieden Jr
Mrs. Marlene Zenker

Under $500
Rev. David Adams
Rev. Jason & Ms. Ivy Adams
Mr. Donald & Ms. Florence Rose Ahrens
Rev. Keith & Mrs. Beatrice Ainsley
Ms. Lynn Albers
Dr. Debora Aldrich
Deacon Myrna Andersen

Rev. Victor & Ms. Patty Andersen
Rev. Denise & Dr. Kevin Anderson
Mr. Tim & Ms. Mary Jane Anderson
Rev. Melvin Antonio
Mr. Jeffery P Aper
Rev. Rita Augsburger
Rev. John & Ms. Kathryn Autio
Rev. Clarence H & Ms. Donna Baalson
Ms. Linda Backman
Rev. & Mrs. Charles R Bade
Rev. Lawrence Bade
Rev. Paul & Ms. Marlene Baehmann
Mrs. Dorothy Bahlmann
Rev. Dr. James † & Mrs. Judith Bailey
Rev. Randall V & Ms. Bonnie K Baldwin
Mr. Louis & Ms. Pat Banitt
Mr. James & Ms. Helen Ruth Barrett
Ms. Mary Ann Barton
Rev. Leon & Mrs. Janet Bauer
Mr. Lyle & Mrs. Jean Beck
Rev. & Mrs. Thomas A Beck
Rev. Mark E & Mrs. Judy Becker
Rev. Ronald G & Ms. Judy Beckman
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Donald K Bentz
Mr. Louis D & Ms. Grace Bentzinger
Mr. Steven Benz & Ms. Lynne D Sherburne-Benz
Rev. Oliver & Rev. Erika Bergh
Ms. Joanne Berndt
Ms. June & Mr. Tim Berntgen
Ms. Donna Betcher
Rev. Dr. Kenneth & Rev. Nancy Bickel
Rev. Sheryl Biegert & Mr. David Boothby
Mr. Donald & Ms. Jan Biermann
Rev. Marcus & Ms. Kristen Bigott
Rev. Paul G & Mrs. Karen A Birkedal
Rev. Richard & Ms. Sandy Block
Mr. Kevin & Mrs. Deborah Boatright
Mr. Don & Ms. Audrey Bockelman
Rev. & Mrs. Albert A Bodaski
Mrs. Gwen Boeke
Rev. Stephen & Mrs. Nancy Bohling
Rev. Linda Bollenbach
Mrs. Fran Borchardt
Rev. Minna & Rev. Nathaniel Bothwell
Rev. Lonnie L & Ms. Doris Branch
Rev. Tracey Breashears Schultz & Mr. Chris Schultz
Mr. Mel & Ms. Candi Brekhus
Rev. Richard Brenton
Rev. V George & Mrs. Claudia Brookover
Rev. Craig & Ms. Katie Brown
Mr. Ronald Brudos
Rev. Carl & Mrs. Mary Kay Bruihler
Rev. & Ms. James W Brun
Dr. Martin Buchheim & Dr. Cynthia A Jurisson
Rev. Richard & Mrs. Sherry Buchsteiner
Rev. Roger L & Ms. Gale Buhr
Rev. Paul F & Ms. Karen Bulgerin
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Burkes
Mr. Don Burzliff
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Ms. Sarah Callahan
Mr. Corey Calvey
Rev. Jeanell Carlson-Bjorkman
Rev. Dr. James & Mrs. Karen Carr
Mr. Gerald D & Mrs. Catherine Carter
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Lucy Charleston
Ms. Beth Nelson Chase & Mr. John Chase
Mr. Keith Christensen & Mrs. Dawn 
   Deines-Christensen
Rev. M L (Bud) Christenson
Rev. David Christianson
Dr. Myrvin Christopherson
Rev. Karen Church & Mr. George J Rohrer, 
Rev. Pamela & Mr. Salvatore Ciulla
Rev. Michael G & Mrs. Janice L Clark
Rev. Jack & Rev. Dawn Coffey
Deacon Robin & Rev. Thomas Cogan
Rev. R Richard Collier
Rev. Paul & Ms. Marsha Collinson-Streng
Mr. Darrel & Ms. Christy Colson
Mr. Larry & Ms. Deanna Cording †
Mr. Charles & Ms. Barbara Corr
Rev. Rob & Ms. Christine Corum
Ms. Barbara Cox
Ms. Ruth & Mr. Robert Cudney
Rev. Cathy & Mr. Thomas Daharsh
Rev. Robert C & Ms. Susan Dahm
Ms. Jeanette Danielson
Mr. & Mrs. Ralston H Deffenbaugh Jr
Rev. Dr. Charles W & Mrs. Carol DeHaven
Rev. Roger Dennis
Rev. Wayne L & Mrs. Melody Derber
Mr. Paul & Mrs. Margaret Dettmann
Mr. David & Mrs. Wendy Dickman
Rev. J Timothy & Ms. Marilyn Diemer
Rev. Jo & Mr. Carl Dietz
Rev. Thomas H & Mrs. Gay Dodd
Rev. & Ms. Cathy William Dodd
Rev. George E & Ms. Nancy Doebler
Mr. Norman & Ms. Gaye Doeden
Rev. Nathan P & Mrs. Naomi Doerr
Ms. Eleanor E Dooley
Rev. Donald & Rev. Gloria Keiser Dovre
Rev. Perrie & Mr. Doug Dralle
Rev. James & Mrs. Gisele Duehring
Rev. Deryck Durston & Ms. Jill Ulrici
Rev. Dinah & Dr. Apurba Dutta
Rev. H Wade & Ms. Holly N Dutton
Ms. Evelyn Dymkowski
Rev. Linda & Mr. Mike Easterling
Rev. David & Ms. Sarah Efflandt
Ms. Elizabeth Z Egge †
Rev. Frank & Mrs. Margaret Ehling
Mr. James Carl & Ms. Brenda Ellefson
Rev. Leonard B & Ms. Marian Ellison
Rev. Marcus G & Mrs. Joanne Engelhardt
Rev. C Christopher Epting
Mrs. Ann Ernst
Mr. John & Ms. Nancy Ferry

Rev. Norbert & Ms. Adora Firnhaber
Mr. Robert Fischer
Dr. Marilyn Flachman
Rev. Paul Fohs
Ms. Janet Follstaedt
Rev. Ronald J Freimark
Rev. David & Ms. Dawn Frerichs
Rev. John E & Ms. Ruth Friedli
Mr. Terry & Ms. Paula Friedman
Mr. John & Mrs. Lynn Fritschel
Rev. Larry F & Ms. Roseann Froemming
Mrs. Janyce Froeschle
Ms. Sally Fuller
Mr. Gary & Ms. Jacquelyn Gable
Rev. Nelson W Gaetz
Rev. Charles & Mrs. Jill Galloway
Rev. Hector Garfias-Toledo
Rev. Gregory H & Dr. Carol Gaskamp
Rev. Eugene A & Ms. Elvira Gauerke
Rev. Dr. Amsalu Geleta & Ms. Ife Choma
Rev. Daniel & Ms. Molly Gerrietts
Rev. James H & Ms. Karen Gerth
Rev. Dr. Bob Giese
Ms. Susan K & Dr. Noel Giesecke
Rev Michael & Ms. Terrie Girlinghouse
Rev. Don & Ms. Betty Glanzer
Rev. Rebecca Goche & Ms. Cheryl Goom
Dr. John & Mrs. Karen Goedeken
Mr. Oswald & Ms. Carol Goettler
Ms. Peggy Granovsky
Rev. Dr. Delbert Grauerholz
Rev. Andy & Rev. Megan Graves
Rev. John F & Ms. Donita Grebner
Mr. Jack Gregersen
Mr. Eugene Grell
Ms Jennifer Gremmels
Ms. Mary Lynn & Mr. Gary A Groezinger
Bishop Erik Gronberg
Rev. James R & Ms. Marsha Gronewold
Ms. E Jean Guenther
Rev. Albert J & Ms. Sharon Guetzlaff
Ms. Kim & Mr. Dave Guinn
Rev Kathryn Gundell
Ms. Marie Hagen
Mr. Kevin & Ms. Christine Hall
Rev. Laura & Mr. Tim Hall
Rev. Richard L & Ms. Diane Halom
Ms. Dorothy  Halverson
Ms. Carol Hamilton
Mrs. Tamara & Mr. Don Hamm
Rev. Robert M & Ms. Carla Hannemann
Rev. Gary L Hansen
Mr. Robert Hansen
Mr. Arvin & Mrs. Corrine Hanson
Rev. Ronald K & Ms. Connie Hanson
Rev. George L Hanusa
Ms. Julie Black Harder & Mr. Tim Harder
Ms. Mindy Harkins
Rev. Janice & Mr. Dennis Hawley

Students having a discussion in class

Matthew Johnson

ChyAnne Slick

Rick Bursh
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Students having a discussion in class

Sheena Foster Prof. Winston Persaud

Matthew Johnson

Claudine Zoughbi and Ryan Bose

ChyAnne Slick

Aaron Colwick Astine Bose

Rick Bursh Mike Johnson, Kristin Johnston Largen, Kristine Stache, and Cheryl Peterson
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Rev. Chad Hebrink
Rev. Catherine M & Mr. Ken Hedmark
Rev. Judy Heinrich
Ms. Carolyn & Mr. Charles Heinz
Mrs. Carol Hemken
Mr. Gary Herbig
Rev. Ronnie Hildahl
Rev. James B & Ms. Heidi Hilleson
Dr. Norma Hirsch
Rev. David Hoecker
Rev. Roger & Ms. Freda Hoffman
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Jean Hoffman
Rev. Dr. Leonard & Mrs. Cathy Hoffmann
Rev. Scott Hofmann
Mr. Ben Hofmeister
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hollman
Ms Erica Holloway
Rev. Michael & Ms. Sharon Holmes
Ms. Elaine Horner
Mr. Joseph & Ms. Kathy Houzner
Rev. Clarence & Ms. Cheryle Hudelson
Ms. Christina Hughes
Mr. Timothy W & Ms. Diane M Hughes
Rev. Dr. Delvin D & Ms. Trudy Hutton
Rev. Susan & Mr. Tim Irvin
Mr. Gregory & Ms. Anne Isaackson
Rev. Franklin & Ms. Emily Ishida
Rev. Jeff D Jacobs
Rev. Kathy J & Mr. Jeff Jacobson
Ms. Linda Janousek
Mr. Erwin Janssen
Rev. Richard P & Ms. Joyce Jebsen
Mr. David Jensen
Mr. Doron Jensen
Rev. Kevin Jensen & Rev. Carla Nelson
Rev. Milton Jensen
Rev. Dr. Paul T & Ms. Marilyn Jersild
Mr. Darrell & Ms. Candice Jobman
Rev. Nicholas A & Ms. Judy Johannes
Ms. Connie Johnson
Rev. Dan R & Ms. Catherine Johnson
Rev. Joshua & Deacon Shannon Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Johnson
Ms. Lisa Johnson
Ms. Nancy Johnson
Rev. Dr. Patricia E Johnson
Mr. Ronald Johnson
Mrs. Sherry Johnson
Ms. Betty Johnston
Rev. Brian & Ms. Clare Jones
Rev. & Mrs. Thomas C Jones
Mr. Donald & Ms. Truly Judisch
Rev. Christina & Mr. Jason Kadelbach
Mr. Ronald & Ms. Georgianne Kaiser
Ms. Alice Kalkwarf
Ms. Marie Kallman
Mrs. Edna Kamper
Rev. Roger G & Ms. Joyce Kampstra
Rev. Duane & Ms. Grace Kamrath

Rev. Dr. Wayne Kannaday & Dr. Helen Doerpinghaus
Rev. David & Ms. Leslie Kebschull
Rev. John W & Ms. Elizabeth Kelley
Rev. Timothy & Ms. Vicki Kenyon
Mr. Walter & Ms. Joann Kilgus
Rev. Danith & Ms. Paulette Kilts
Rev. Albert A & Ms. Judy Kline
Rev. Richard L & Ms. Kathleen Kling
Rev. Fredrick & Ms. Mycah Klinker
Rev. Jean † & Dr. James Kloss
Mr. Roger & Ms. Kathleen Klosterman
Rev. Norwood Knutson
Ms. Kayleigh Koester
Mr. & Mrs. James Kopp
Ms. Eileen Kopren
Rev. Conrad O Krahling
Ms Deloris Kramer
Ms. Michelle Kramer
Rev. Scott Kramer & Dr. Minjing Wu
Ms. Arleene Kreier
Mr. David Kruse
Mr. Charles Kubalsky
Rev. John D  & Ms. Esther Kueker
Rev. Ralph G & Ms. Gayle Kuespert
Rev. John C Kuziej
Rev. Hayden & Mrs. Kathryn Kvamme
Rev. Carroll D & Ms. Judy Lang
Mr. Dennis & Ms. Kathy Larson
Ms. Elizabeth Larson
Mr. Richard & Ms. Irma Larson
Rev. Terry & Rev. Sue Larson
Rev.  Christopher & Rev. Kirsten Lee
Rev. Russ & Ms. Susan Leeper
Rev. James Leistikow & Rev. Jan Nesse
Mr. Norman & Ms. Kay Lemmon
Rev. Keith A & Ms. Marlene Lentz
Rev. Paul A & Ms. Karen Leslie
Mr. R Daniel & Ms. Suzanne M Lienau
Rev. J Elizabeth Liggett & Mr. Derek W Grimmell
Rev. Richard & Ms. Dawn Likeness
Ms. Denise Ann Lindemann
Ms. Betty Lindholm
Mr. Bruce Lindholm
Rev. Natanael Lizarazo & Rev. Barbara Wangsness
Mr. Richard & Ms. Joyce Lohr
Rev. Dr. Martin & Ms. Carrie Lohrmann
Ms. Candace Lompe
Ms. Maxine Losen
Mr. Thomas C & Ms. Sandra A Lother
Ms. Charlotte Lovelace
Ms. Eldoris Lovell
Mr. Keith & Ms. Kay Lowe
Rev. Robin Luckey & Mr. Michael Kates
Rev. David & Ms. Stephanie Lund
Rev Jonathan Lys
Rev. Mary Jo Maass
Rev. Ronald E & Ms. Carol Mach
Mr. Ryan & Mrs. Tara Mackey
Ms. Macel Magnussen
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Dr. Paul Mahlberg
Mr. Bill & Ms. Wilma Mai
Mr. Zach Manzella
Ms. Donna Marburger
Mr. Richard D & Ms. Tamara Mark
Rev. Ralph H & Ms. Dorothy Marquardt
Ms. Diann Marten
Rev. Kathleen Matthews-Risley
Ms. Stephanie McCarthy & Rev. Seth Novak
Rev. & Mrs. Robert F McCoy
Ms. Rhonda McDowell
Ms. Jacqueline Meese
Rev. Carla Meier & Rev. H Gaylon Barker
Mrs. Nancy Meinel
Mr. Bradley & Ms. Susan Meng
Ms. Carol Meyer
Ms. Eleanor Meyer †
Ms. Evelyn Meyer
Ms. Heather Meyer
Rev. Steven A & Ms. Diane Meyer
Rev. Steve Meysing
Rev. Brian & Ms. Karen Middleswarth
Rev. Dr. James I  & Mrs. Peg Mikkelson
Rev. Jeffrey  & Ms. Deborah Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Miller
Rev. Paul & Ms. Marie Miller
Rev. Steve & Ms. Terri Moberg
Rev. Martin D & Ms. Patty Mock
Ms. Sheryl & Mr. James Moeller
Mr. Arthur Moellering
Rev. Willis & Ms. Shirley Moerer
Mr. James & Ms. Connie Mohn
Rev. Eugene A & Ms. Gladys Moll
Rev. Connie Monson
Rev. Kathy Montira
Mr. Ron & Ms. Barbara Morris
Rev. Ted & Ms. Kim Mosher
Dr. Darryl & Ms. Terry Mozena
Dr. C E & Mrs. Patricia Mueller
Mrs. Leslie Munger
Ms. Nancy Munro
Rev. George L & Ms. Dona Murphy
Ms. Nyla E Musser
Rev. Martha L & Gerald M Myers
Rev. Mark & Ms. Jan Narum
Rev. Michael & Rev. Katherine Neel
Mr. Jason Neises
Mr. Frank Nelligan
Rev. David Joshua & Ms. Beth Nelson
Mr. Doug Nelson
Rev. Dr. Gary Bryan Nelson
Rev. Layne & Ms. Jennifer Nelson
Dr. Ronald G & Ms. Margaret Nelson
Rev. William J Nelson
Rev. Ashley Nicolls
Rev. Lynn & Ms. Jane Noel
Ms. Betty Norbeck
Ms. Jennifer Nordgaard
Rev. Emily Norris & Mr. John Norris

Mr. Bernard & Ms. Glenda Ofstehage
Rev. Bob Ohnstad
Ms. Heather Olivier
Mr. Tom & Ms. Dixie Olmstead
Mr. Jeff & Ms. Sharon Olofson
Ms. Dorothea Olsen
Rev. Wayne R Olsen
Rev. Carol Olson
Rev. Todd D & Ms. Deanna Olson
Ms. Diane Opperman
Rev. John W & Ms. Nancy Orwig
Rev. Milton & Ms. Delores Ost
Rev. Richard W & Ms. Barbara Owens
Mr. David & Ms. Anne Paape
Ms. Joyce Palmer
Rev. Gary & Rev. Bev Rautenberg-Panko
Ms. Christie Pannkuk
Ms. Mary Anne Parker
Rev. Lynn Parsons
Ms. Jeanette Perrault
Mr. Alexander C Persaud
Mrs. Sarswatee & Mr. Ashton Ragoonandan B Persaud
Ms. Dixie Petersen
Mr. Ken Petersen
Rev. Chad & Ms. Emily Peterson
Rev. Duane W & Ms. Betty Peterson
Rev. Philip & Ms. Nancy Peterson
Mr. Richard Peterson
Rev. Stephen R & Ms. Enid Peterson
Ms. Dee Ann Pettyjohn
Rev. Wayne & Ms. Irene Pfannkuch
Rev. Paul D & Ms. Karen Pfeffer †
Rev. Evelyn Phillips
Mr. Owen Picton
Rev. Jim & Rev. Juel Pierce
Rev. Larry Pinnow & Ms. Mary Markwardt
Mr. John Pleuss
Mr. Donald Pliester
Rev. Jason Poole-Xiong
Ms. Ruth Ann Poppen
Rev. Scott & Ms. Katie Postlewait
Mr. Thomas & Ms. Ellen Potterton
Ms. Mary Preston
Rev. Mike & Mrs. Alecia Pretzer
Ms. Anna Prockish
Mr. John Pulkrabek
Mr. Craig & Ms. Susan Pynn
Mr. Brendan & Mrs. Jeanne Quann
Rev. Dr. Robert & Mrs. Darlene Rademacher
Dr. John & Mrs. Tammy Ragan
Rev. Barbara Rapp
Deacon Francine Rask
Rev. Mark & Mrs. Vicky Rath
Mr. Martin & Mrs. Roxanne Rathje
Mr. Glenn & Ms. Sharon Rauh
Mr. Bryan Rausch
Dr. Jack F † & Mrs. Shirley Reents
Rev. Lin & Mr. Walter Reichstadter Jr
Mrs. LaVerne Retzlaff
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Rev. Thomas W & Mrs. Virginia Reuss
Mr Von Rhea
Mr. Dennis & Ms. Joanne Rice
Mr. & Mrs. George Rickstrew
Ms. Jean & Mr. Gary Rieniets
Mr. Duane & Ms. Emma Riskedahl
Mr. Mark W & Mrs. Laura Roberts
Rev. J Douglas & Ms. Randi Jo Rokke
Ms Amy Roleder
Rev. Dr. George & Ms. Betty Roleder
Ms. Barbara Roling
Ms. Carolyn Romine
Rev. Derek & Ms. Rebecca Rosenstiel
Mrs. Lucille Rossbach
Rev. Roger L & Mrs. Kathlyn Rotvold
Rev. Edward A & Mrs. Kathleen Ruen
Mr. Phil & Mrs. Judy Ruppel
Ms Kristi Russo
Rev. John Rutsindintwarane & Ms. Robin Strickler
Rev. Richard C & Ms. Mary Ann Salge
Ms. Keesey Sandra
Ms. Joan Sanford
Mr. Paul & Peggy Sannerud
Mr. Wayne & Ms. Marietta Sargeant
Mrs. Mary Jane Sauerwein
Rev. Paul H & Mrs. Eileen Schaedig
Rev. Roland & Mrs. Barbara Schaedig
Rev. Kenneth & Ms. Peggy Schaub
Rev. Frederick H & Ms. Donna Schauer
Ms. Mary Lou Schipper
Ms Betty Schisel
Rev. Lynn R & Ms. Sue Schlessman
Rev. Jonathan & Rev. Jean Schmidt
Mr. Harlan & Ms. Lois Schmuhl
Dr. Edward D Schneider
Mr. Ronald Schneider
Rev. Carl H Schoss
Ms. Judy & Mr. Arthur Schroeder
Rev. Michelle & Mr. Guy Schultz
Rev. Alton W & Mrs. Mary Ruth Schwandt
Rev. & Mrs. Thomas W Schwartz
Mr. Herman & Ms. Cheryll Sealey
Ms Lori Sebastian
Rev. Dan & Mrs. Judy Selmann
Rev. Arhiana Shek Dill & Mr. Nathan Dill
Dr. Dean & Ms. Linda Sheller
Rev. Blake Shipman
Rev. Nancy & Dr. Gregg Simpson
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
Mr. Roger Slack
Ms. Cynthia Smith
Dr. Cynthia Smith
Rev. John R & Ms. Nola Smith
Rev. John H & Mrs. Sharon Sorenson
Rev. & Mrs. Ronald D Spears
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Sprengler
Dr. Kris & Mr. Alan Stache
Rev. Dirk Stadtlander
Ms. Sarah & Mr. Dirk Stadtlander

Ms. Judy Stammeyer
Ms. Lois Stangeland
Rev. Lawrence & Charmaine Stappler
Ms. Charlene  Stark
Rev. Donald Staude
Ms. Helen  Steen
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth A Stein
Rev. Matt Steinhauer III
Mr. Wayne & Ms. Eileen Stordahl
Mr. Raymond E Stroh
Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth
Rev. Norman W & Mrs. Andrea Stubbendick
Rev. Lawrence & Mrs. Eleanor Stumme Jr
Rev. Paul & Rev. Laurie Stumme-Diers
Rev. Harlan & Mrs. Barb Stutheit
Mrs. Sandra Sucher
Rev. Randall A & Ms. Sandra Swanson
Rev. Larry Tantow
Mr. Edward Taylor
Ms. Nancy Techam
Mr. Jon & Ms. Gloria Tehven
Mr. Carl & Ms. Claudia Teinert
Mr. John A Thalacker
Rev. Richard & Mrs. Brenda Thompson
Rev. David & Ms. Mary Thoresen
Ms. Joyce Thurn
Mr. Bill & Ms. Sandra Tielbar
Rev. Eugene & Ms. Dolores Tjarks
Ms. Barbara & Mr. Glenn Tobiason
Mrs. Mildred & Mr. Adalbert Toepel Jr
Rev. James & Mrs. Mary Trutwin
Mr. Brian & Ms. Jane Turner
Rev. Lisa A Ubbelohde
Dr. Christy N Ulleland
Mrs. Wanda Unruh
Rev. Amalia Vagts & Mr. David Lester
Ms. Christine Valdivieso
Rev. Loren J & Mrs. Lorraine Van Oort
Mr. Jerry Varner
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Venzke
Mr. Ashton & Ms. Norma Veramallay
Mr. Fred & Ms. Shirley Viehweg
Rev. Neil A & Rev. L Sacia Vik
Ms. Linda & Mr. Richard Virden
Ms. Geraldine Wachholz
Ms. Norma Wacholz
Rev. Shannon & Mr. Bryson Wachter
Ms. Gloria & Mr. Thomas Wagener
Mrs. Mirney Wagner
Rev. William F & Mrs. Leone Wagner
Rev. Ann Walsvik
Ms. Ruth Warmanen
Ms. Lois Watermeier
 Mrs. Marilyn Wendt
Mr. Jeffrey Werner
Ms. Jane Wheeler
Rev. Neil White
Rev. Timothy & Mrs. Lorene Wiggins
Rev. & Mrs. Jeffrey T Wild
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Rev. Michael Wilker & Ms. Judy Kittleson
Ms. Elly Wilkes
Deacon Esther & Mr. Frank Williamson
Ms. Mary Heidtke
Rev. Linda L & Mr. Steve Winkelman
Ms. Florine Winkler
Rev. Steve & Ms. Amy Winsor
Mr. Gary & Ms. Kristen Wipperman
Rev. Kristin Neitzel Woelk & Mr. Steven Woelk
Rev. Karl Wolf
Mr. Rollin & Ms. Joyce Wolter
Ms. Karen & Rev. Bill Wrieden
Ms. Shirley Wuchter
Mr. John A Wuertz

Mr. Keith & Mrs. Judy Wulff
Mr. Neill Yaeger
Rev. Dr. Katharine Yarnell
Mr. Neill Yeager
Rev. Edward & Mrs. Dianne Zaiser
Rev. David & Mrs. Kristine Zellmer
Dr. Warren & Mrs. Barbara Zemke
Mr. H David & Ms. Connie Zerfas
Rev. Dale A & Mrs. Beckie Ziemer
Mr Mark Ziemer
Rev. Erik E & Mrs. Phyllis Zingelman

Register online at:
https://mywts.wartburgseminary.edu/ICS/Engage/Event_Registration.jnz

Or, call or email Mike Johnson at (563) 589-0221 or 
mjohnson@wartburgseminary.edu

I am, because you are. I am who I am today, because of who and 
what the Wartburg Seminary community is. There are not enough 
words to express the joy and gratitude I have for my time spent, and 
my time yet to come at WTS. I am who I am today, because of you.”

MATTHEW WALSH, FINAL YEAR STUDENT

““
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Wartburg Seminary Estate Support

Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, 
& Oklahoma
Stephen Phelps
stephen.phelps@elca.org 
314-703-6949

Gulf Coast Texas & Louisiana
John Roalson
jroalson@lfsw.org
210-325-3496

Illinois
Tim Urness
tim.urness@elca.org 
331-444-3120

Iowa
Mike Klinefelter
mike.klinefelter@elca.org 
402-943-7272

Nebraska
Sarah Callahan
scallahan@lutherangiving.org 
402-342-5728

Northern Texas & Northern 
Louisiana
Morgan Schmidlin
mschmidlin@lfsw.org 
440-785-3363

South Dakota
Kathy J. McHenry
kmchenry@sdsynod.org
(210) 618-7067

Southwestern Texas
Signe Fredrickson
sfredrickson@lfsw.org
(210) 618-7067

Wisconsin
Cynthia Halverson
cynthia.halverson@elca.org 
773-380-2572

 

HELP WITH YOUR LEGACY PLANNING
Wartburg Seminary has joined forces with the ELCA Foundation, Lutheran 
Foundation of the Southwest, and Lutheran Planned Giving Services of 
Nebraska to offer professional estate planning guidance and resources. The 
individuals listed below, together with the WTS Development Staff, stand 
ready to help you with your planned giving questions or dreams. 

Estate of Ms. Winifred Allen
Estate of Mr. Rodney C Anderson
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Wartburg Seminary Institutional Support

SYNODS, CONGREGATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, AND BUSINESSES
Wartburg is blessed by the support of congregations, businesses, and other organizations. 

This listing honors their generous gifts for the day-to-day operations of the seminary as well as funding for scholarships, 
new initiatives, or other designated and endowment funds.  

$25,000 or more
ELCA
ELCA Fund for Leaders in Mission
Leah Mast Charitable Remainder Unitrust
Lilly Endowment Inc
Lorine E. Kahl Trust
Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach
Lutheran Foundation Southwest
Metropolitan Chicago Synod - ELCA
Nebraska Synod - ELCA
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA
Oscar E Engen Seminary Scholarship Fund
Siebert Lutheran Foundation
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA
Southeastern Iowa Synod - ELCA
Streng Charitable Foundation Inc
Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing

$10,000-$24,999
Central/Southern IL Synod - ELCA
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque
East Central Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA
Fred & Esther Ehlke Endowment Fund
Greater Milwaukee Synod - ELCA
Henry Treede Designated Fund
Northeastern Iowa Synod - ELCA
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA
Northern Illinois Synod - ELCA
St Andrews Lutheran Church, Mahtomedi, MN
St Johns Lutheran Church, Mendota, IL
St Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, IA
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
W C Weidner Memorial Trust

$5,000-$9,999
Central States Synod - ELCA
Greater Milwaukee Foundation Inc
Northern Texas/Northern Louisiana Synod - ELCA
Southwestern Texas Synod - ELCA
Sugar Creek Lutheran Church, Elkhorn, WI
Western Iowa Synod - ELCA

$2,500-$4,999
American Association for the Advancement of 
   Science
Bella Vista Christian Fellowship
Ester & Carl Merklein Foundation
First Lutheran Church, Poy Sippi, WI
First Lutheran Church Foundation, Janesville, WI

La Crosse Area Synod - ELCA
Lutheran Church of the Cross, West Fargo, ND
Marie A Melchert Memorial Endowment Fund
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Ness City, KS
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Huron, SD
St Johns Lutheran Church, Prairie du Sac, WI
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod - ELCA
William & Carol Straka Charitable Gift Account

$1,000-$2,499
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod - ELCA
Clifford C Remmenga Student Scholarship Fund
Columbus Foundation
Community of Joy Lutheran Church, Hot Springs  
   Village, AR
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Strawberry Point, IA
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Brandon, WI
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle, ND
Epiphany Lutheran Church of Carbondale, 
   Carbondale, IL
First Lutheran Endowment Fund
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum, WI
Orfordville Lutheran Church Foundation Inc, 
   Orfordville, WI
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie, WI
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bettendorf, IA
Ronald R & Janice R Walter Living Legacy Fund
St Johns Lutheran Church, Dubuque, IA
St Johns Lutheran Church, Springfield, IL
St Paul Lutheran Church, Fish Creek, WI
St Paul Lutheran Church WELCA, Altamont, IL
St Pauls Lutheran Church, Dixon, IL
St Stephen Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI
St. Mark Evangelical  Lutheran Church, Pleasant Gap, PA
Stolley Prairie Girls
Theophilus Schaff Endowment Fund
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bettendorf, IA
Varnhagen-Mezger-Tatsch Memorial Trust Fund
Windsor Heights Lutheran Church Foundation,  
   Windsor Heights, IA
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dysart, IA

$500-$999
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Carson, ND
ELCA Foundation
Faith Lutheran Church, Andover, IA
First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, IA
First Lutheran Church, Burnet, TX
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Peshtigo, WI
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We are deeply grateful to all our alumni and friends for their ongoing generosity and support. Please note that every effort has been made to list names of 
donors accurately, but mistakes do happen. If there is an omission or error, please contact the Development Office so we can correct our records. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Newton, IA
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Cresco, IA
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Comfort, TX
Klauer Manufacturing Company
Martin Luther Lutheran Church, Carmine, TX
Normanna Lutheran Church, Dunn Center, ND
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Outing, MN
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Geneva, NE
Region 5 Center for Mission - ELCA
Seeds of Faith Foundation
Shell Oil Co Foundation
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Scales  
   Mound, IL
St John Lutheran Church, Pomeroy, IA
St Johns Lutheran Church, Grand Mound, IA
St Matthews Lutheran Church, Princeton, IL
St Paul Lutheran Church, Palmer, IA
St Paul Lutheran Church, Columbus, TX
Trinity Lutheran Church, Detroit Lakes, MN
Wartburg Seminary Endowment Fund
Zion Lutheran Church, Kewanee, IL

Under $500
AbbVie Inc.
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc
Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch, IA
Bethany Lutheran Church, Brodhead, WI
Bethlehem Lutheran WELCA, Lost Nation, IA
Brule Creek Lutheran Church, Vermillion, SD
Christ Lutheran Church, Stockton, IL
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Maxwell, TX
Faith Lutheran Church, Eldridge, IA
First English Lutheran Church WELCA, Platteville, WI

First Lutheran Church, Rugby, ND
Grace Lutheran Church, Kewaunee, WI
Hope Lutheran Church, Elkader, IA
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Minonk, IL
Ivan F & Deloris M Hunter Endowment Fund
Mildred M Harms Charitable Fund
Moscow Lutheran Church, Austin, MN
Northeastern Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization
Nova Restaurant Group LLC
Ottoson Charitable Fund
Our Saviors WELCA, Waubay, SD
Perry Lutheran Church WELCA, Mt Horeb, WI
Quad Cities Community Foundation
Robert N. Coggins, Sr. and Jacquelyn A. Coggins Fund
St James Lutheran Church, Allison, IA
St James Lutheran Church WELCA, Forreston, IL
St John Lutheran Church, Deshler, OH
St John’s Lutheran Church, Waterloo, IA
St Johns Lutheran Church, Eustis, NE
St Lukes Lutheran Church, Middleton, WI
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Dubuque, IA
St Paul Lutheran Church, Cedar Falls, IA
St Paul Lutheran Church, Hampton, IA
St Pauls Lutheran Church, Volga, IA
St Peter Lutheran Church, Garnavillo, IA
St Peter Lutheran Church, Cassville, WI
T Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving
Truman Landers Schrage Fund
United Presbyterian Church, Washington, IA
Werner Remmert Memorial Endowment Fund
Women of the ELCA-Cluster 5
Zion American Lutheran Church WELCA, Wyoming, IA
Zion Lutheran Church, Mohall, ND

Register online at:
https://mywts.wartburgseminary.edu/ICS/Engage/Event_Registration.jnz

Or, call or email Astine Bose at (563) 589-0328 or 
abose@wartburgseminary.edu
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Wartburg Seminary Legacy Support
TOWER COMMUNITY
The Tower Community of Wartburg Theological Seminary recognizes with gratitude those supporters who have made a 
commitment to the seminary through a planned gift. These promised gifts enable us to walk into the future of theological 
education with ambitious visioning and transformative initiatives. 

Rev. Kenneth H & Mrs. Lois  
   Ahntholz
Mr. Donald Ahrens
Rev. Elizabeth Flygstad 
   Albertson
Rev. Dennis Andersen
Rev. Victor & Ms. Patty Andersen
Rev. Tammy S Anderson
Rev. Carole Andres
Rev. Beverly Jo Arnold
Rev. David H & Mrs. Ruth Assmus
Rev. Kerry & Ms. Karen Aucker
Mr. John & Ms. Jennifer Augustine
Rev. Victor A Baderschneider
Mrs. Judith Bailey
Rev. Gus Barnes
Rev. Leon & Mrs. Janet Bauer
Rev. Dr. Paul & Mrs. Rae Bauman
Rev. Thomas T Baumgardner
Mr. Lyle & Mrs. Jean Beck
Mr. Kenneth Becker
Rev. Myrin D & Mrs. Audrey Bentz
Mrs. Dorothea Berke
Ms. Bernadean Bichel
Rev. Eric A & Ms. Carolyn 
   Biedermann
Mr. Dale & Ms. Mary Bjerning
Rev. Steven & Ms. Gayle Blyth
Rev. Kathy J Boadwine
Rev. Craig W & Mrs. Christine  
   Rode Borchardt
Rev. Philip Borleske
Mr. Richard Bouton
Mrs. Dorothy Bowen
Rev. Norman & Mrs. Kathryn  
   Braatz
Rev. David & Rev. Gwen Brandfass
Mrs. Ruth Briehl
Rev. Susan R Briehl & Rev. Martin  
   Wells
Rev. Dean & Mrs. Kari Brockmeier
Rev. Gail Brodersen-Heins
Dr. Victoria Brundage
Rev. Barbara Brunstein-Lemke &     
   Rev. Mike Lemke
Dr. Durwood & Mrs. Dona 
   Buchheim
Rev. Paul F & Ms. Karen Bulgerin
Rev. George J & Mrs. Mareke  
   Campbell

Rev. Jeanell Carlson-Bjorkman
Rev. Harry C Carlson
Rev. Alan & Mrs. Kellee Casillas
Rev. Peg Casper
Rev. James & Mrs. Judith Ann  
   Cherry
Ms. Frances Christenson & Mr.  
   Larry Hunt
Rev. Karen Church & Mr. George J  
   Rohrer
Rev. Dan & Ms. Robyn 
   Clark-Bridges
Ms. Judy Clark
Ms. Cheryl C Coates
Rev. Allen E & Mrs. Lila Collins
Rev. Dr. Norma Cook Everist &  
   Rev. Burton Everist
Mr. Nick & Rev. Sarah Cordray
Dr. Stephen Cornils
Rev. Dr. David Cox
Rev. Brenda Crossfield
Ms. Linda W & Mr. Lawrence C  
   Davis
Rev. Dr. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl
Rev. Wayne L & Mrs. Melody  
   Derber
Rev. William F Derrick
Mr. Stephen & Ms. Terri Diemer
Rev. Thomas H & Mrs. Gay Dodd
Rev. Donald & Rev. Gloria Keiser  
   Dovre
Rev. R Reuben & Ms. Darlene  
   Drefs
Rev. Elizabeth Druckrey 
   Stempinski & Mr. Gerald 
   Stempinski
Rev. M Richard Druckrey
Ms. Rita & Mr. David Dudley
Rev. Donna R Durrette
Rev. H Wade & Ms. Holly N Dutton
Rev. Linda & Mr. Mike Easterling
Rev. Robert & Rev. Karen Edwards
Mr. Donald & Ms. Glenda 
   Eggerling
Rev. Tim Eighmy
Rev. Ted H Eilders
Mr. James B & Ms. Marci Ellison
Rev. Caroline E Engelbrecht
Mr. Paul K Erbes
Rev. Gary J & Mrs. Patricia Erickson

Rev. Gorden R & Mrs. Rikka Estenson
Rev. Duane R Everson
Rev. JoAnn & Mr. John Fabie
Rev. Dr. Roger W Fjeld
Rev. Charles J Fluegel
Rev. Jay A & Ms. Julie Ford
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Forde-Beatty
Rev. Dr. Michael W & Mrs. 
   Christine Foss
Rev. Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr.  
   William Davis
Mr. Dale E & Mrs. Bonnie Freberg
Rev. Ronald J Freimark
Rev. Brenda Frelsi
Rev. John E & Ms. Ruth Friedli
Rev. Susan & Mr. Norman 
   Friedrich
Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel
Ms. Barbara Fritschel
Rev. Eldor M Fruehling
Rev. Dr. James Fruehling
Ms. Ruth Fruehling
Rev. James A & Ms. Nancy Fuller
Ms. Sally Fuller
Rev. Jeffery Steven & Mrs. Renae  
   Gallen
Rev. Robert Garton
Rev. Eugene A & Ms. Elvira  
   Gauerke
Mr. William G & Ms. Lois Geiger
Rev. Kathy Gerking & Mr. Andy  
   Johnson
Rev. James H & Ms. Karen Gerth
Mrs. Betty Gertner
Rev. Kenneth D & Mrs. Yvonne  
   Gibson
Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere & Bishop  
   Amy Current
Rev. Larry J Giese
Ms. Susan K & Dr. Noel Giesecke
Rev. Mark A Gilderhus
Rev. Jeff & Ms. Jennae Giles
Bishop Michael & Ms. Terrie  
   Girlinghouse
Rev. Carl W Glamm
Rev. Rebecca Goche & Ms. Cheryl  
   Goom
Rev. Jerome G & Mrs. Jane Godson
Mr. Dale & Ms. Susan Goodman
Rev. Gary & Ms. Maxine Goodson
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Rev. Myron & Mrs. Florence 
   Grams
Rev. Glen H & Ms. Shirley 
   Gronlund
Rev. Thomas Groth
Ms. Ruthann J & Mr. Darrel J 
   Gunderson
Rev. Richard L & Ms. Diane Halom
Rev. Roy & Ms. Margaret 
   Hammerling
Rev. John M & Ms. Barbara  
   Hanisch
Rev. Daniel C & Ms. Donna Hansen
Rev. Kurt & Ms. Susan Hansen
Rev. George L & Ms. Janet Hanusa
Rev. Arlyn J & Mrs. Millie 
   Hausmann
Mr. Tom & Ms. Nancy Heavey
Rev. Peter & Ms. Susan Heide
Rev. Raymond & Ms. Lynette  
   Heidenson
Mr. Donald & Ms. JoAnne Heltner
Rev. Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Kathy  
   Henning
Rev. Bennett J & Ms. Patricia 
   Henrikson
Rev. Jennifer & Mr. Jerry Henry
Ms. Bernice Herder
Rev. Steve & Ms. Julie Herder
Ms. Beverly L Hoege
Rev. Roger & Ms. Freda Hoffman
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Jean Hoffman
Rev. Dr. Leonard & Mrs. Cathy 
   Hoffmann
Rev. Charles R & Rev. Magdalene 
   R Holm-Roesler
Mr. David L & Ms. Joyce 
   Horstmann
Mr. Doyce F Huebsch
Mr. Frederick A Hueners
Mr. Gerald Hulslander
Rev. Judith L & Mr. Terry Huseth
Rev. Dr. Delvin D & Ms. Trudy  
   Hutton
Rev. Michael & Ms. Linda Ide
Rev. Jay Ilten
Rev. Harvey J & Ms. Gloria Jaeger
Rev. Thomas & Ms. Stacey Jenkins
Rev. James K & Ms. Nona Jensen
Rev. Kevin Jensen & Rev. Carla  
   Nelson
Ms. Lora Lee Johnson-Berke &  
   Rev. Steven Berke
Mr. David L Johnson
Rev. Jane & Dr. Presley Johnston
Rev. & Mrs. Thomas C Jones
Mr. Myron O & Ms. Terrie Jordahl
Dr. Ralph Jung
Mr. Morris Kalgaarden

Rev. Randall & Ms. Donna Kasch
Mr. John & Ms. Barbara Keller
Rev. Robert M & Ms. Betty Keller
Rev. Marvin Ketterling & Ms. Avis  
   Julaine Halverson
Rev. Danith & Ms. Paulette Kilts
Rev. Brian & Ms. Jennifer King
Rev. Bonny Kinnunen
Ms. Kristin C Kirchner
Dr. Gerald R Kleinfeld
Rev. Jean & Dr. James Kloss
Rev. Wolf Knappe
Mrs. Elizabeth Knebel
Rev. Barbara J Knutson
Ms. Dorothy Konst
Ms. Kathryn Koob
Rev. Ronald G & Ms. Mary Ellen  
   Koplitz
Rev. Scott Kramer & Dr. Minjing  
   Wu
Mr. Donald & Ms. Julie Kuhlman
Mr. Paul & Ms. Karen Kuhlmann
Mr. Harold & Ms. Grace Kurtz
Rev. Neil S & Ms. Rose Kvern
Rev. Beverly D Lange-Donnella
Mr. Phil & Ms. Brenda Langerud
Ms. Hanna M Langholz
Rev. David N & Ms. Judy Larson
Rev. Dr. April Ulring Larson & Rev.  
   Judd Larson
Rev. Keith Larson & Rev. Ginger  
   Anderson-Larson
Rev. William O & Ms. Toni Lawson
Ms. Sally & Mr. Glen Lee
Rev. Russ & Ms. Susan Leeper
Ms. Judie Lehman
Rev. Robert F Lehmann
Mr. John A & Mrs. LaVonne M  
   Leonard
Rev. Janet & Mr. Dan Lepp
Rev. Gary J & Ms. Jodee Liedtke
Mr. R Daniel & Ms. Suzanne M  
   Lienau
Rev. Neil R & Rev. Nell Lindorff
Rev. Lloyd Lockhart
Rev. Stephanie Lorenz & Rev.  
   Brad Dokken
Mr. Thomas C & Ms. Sandra A  
   Lother
Rev. Paul R & Ms. Victoria 
   Lovestrand
Rev. Mark S & Ms. Nancy Luepke
Rev. Karen A Lundwall
Rev. Lyle C Lutz
Rev. Dr. Charles H & Ms. Pauline  
   Maahs
Mr. Dale & Ms. Barbara Mahnke
Mr. Walter E Malkewitz
Mr. Richard D & Ms. Tamara Mark

Mr. Thomas B. Mrs. Lynne 
   Martin-Erickson
Rev. Harold & Ms. Linda McMillin
Rev. Paul Meeker
Rev. Carla Meier & Rev. H Gaylon  
   Barker
Rev. Marino Melsted
Ms. Arlene Meyer
Rev. Dr. Nelson & Ms. Shirley Meyer
Rev. Steve Meysing
Ms. Judy A Miller
Rev. Lloyd L & Ms. Janet Miller
Rev. Dr. Lyle & Ms. Sonja Miller
Rev. Dr. Melvin A & Ms. Linda  
   Miritz
Rev. Dr. Kenneth E & Ms. Paula  
   Moerbe
Mr. James & Ms. Connie Mohn
Rev. Kathy Montira
Mr. J Duane & Ms. Audrey  
   Mortensen
Rev. George L & Ms. Dona Murphy
Ms. Ann M Neher
Rev. Ethyl Mae Nelson
Mrs. Judith A Nelson
Rev. Layne & Ms. Jennifer Nelson
Rev. Dr. Craig L & Mrs. Cathy  
   Nessan
Ms. Jane R Nessen
Rev. Dr. James Nieman & Rev. 
   JoAnn Post
Rev. Rodney Nordby & Ms. Nancy  
   Anderson
Mr. John Nydegger
Rev. Mark & Ms. Linda Nygard
Rev. Kris & Ms. Paula Jo Nyman
Rev. Jerry R O’Neill
Mr. Matthew O’Rear
Rev. Mark & Ms. Nancy Oehlert
Rev. Peggy Ogden-Howe
Rev. Beth Olson & Rev. Bob 
   Gremmels
Dr. Daniel L Olson
Rev. David Ethan Olson & Mr. Rick  
   Torres
Rev. Erik & Ms. Jessica Olson
Rev. Dr. Stanley & Mrs. Nancy  
   Olson
Rev. Thomas & Ms. Gail Opoien
Rev. Jack A & Ms. Kathy Ottoson
Ms. Mary Anne Parker
Ms. Jeanne & Mr. Steven Parsons
Rev. Robert & Ms. Leda Patrick
Rev. Dr. Leo H & Ms. Linda 
   Patterson
Rev. Michael & Ms. Lisa Peck
Rev. Jon & Ms. Sonya Pedersen
Rev. David A & Ms. Karen 
   Pederson
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Mr. Alexander C Persaud
Rev. Dr. Winston & Dr. May 
   Persaud
Ms. Carmen Peter
Rev. Carl W & Ms. Marlene Peters
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Marge Peters
Mrs. Jean Peterson
Rev. Lyle W A & Ms. Barbara 
   Peterson
Rev. Mary Ellen Peterson & Mr.  
   Joel Lindemann
Rev. S Kim Peterson
Rev. Wayne & Ms. Irene 
   Pfannkuch
Rev. Frank E & Dr. Janet Philipp
Mr. Owen Picton
Rev. Jim & Rev. Elizabeth Polanzke
Rev. Sally & Mr. Ralph Ponfick
Rev. Dr. Robert & Mrs. Darlene  
   Rademacher
Mr. James & Ms. Gail Raffel
Rev. Barbara Rapp
Ms. Carol & Dr. Clifford Rask
Rev. James Rasmus & Mrs. Martha  
   Stoune-Rasmus
Mr. Carl & Ms. Valerie Rausch
Sr Ruth Ellen Rebelein
Rev. David & Mrs. Lucille Redman
Dr. Jack F & Mrs. Shirley Reents
Rev. James E & Ms. Karyl Reents
Rev. Michael Rehak & Ms. Pira  
   Mueller
Mr. Jon Reynolds
Rev. Aaron & Ms. Sarah Richter
Rev. Dr. Jan Rippentrop Schnell &  
   Dr. Steven Rippentrop
Rev. Dr. George & Ms. Betty  
   Roleder
Rev. Dr. Richard W Rouse & Ms.  
   Beth Lewis
Ms. Jean J Ruege
Ms. Kitty Ruosch
Rev. Kermit & Ms. Doris Rye
Rev. Dr. Allan H & Mrs. Erline S  
   Sager
Rev. Paul H & Mrs. Eileen 
   Schaedig
Rev. Roland & Mrs. Barbara  
   Schaedig
Rev. Ronald & Mrs. Else Schardt
Rev. Merlin & Ms. Jill Schlichting
Rev. Jonathan & Rev. Jean Schmidt
Rev. Curtis C & Dr. Jean Schneider
Rev. Carl H Schoss
Rev. James & Rev. Susan Schubert
Rev. Alton W & Mrs. Mary Ruth  
   Schwandt
Rev. Dr. Laura B Schwerin & Mr.  
   John Cimral

Rev. Sonja Selboe
Ms. Patricia & Mr. David 
   Shaffer-Gottschalk
Rev. Patricia Shaw
Dr. Robert & Dr. Becky Shaw
Rev. Arhiana Shek Dill & Mr.  
   Nathan Dill
Rev. David L Shelstad & Dr. Lorri J  
   Lobeck
Rev. Charles F. & Ms. Annette G.  
   Sheppard
Rev. Michael & Mrs. Kathe Sherer
Rev. Stephen Sherer
Rev. Peter L Sherven
Mr. & Mrs. G H Shirley
Rev. Kathleen Shuck & Mr. James  
   Kluding
Mr. Andre Sjaavaag & Ms. Mary  
   Rowland
Dr. Cynthia Smith
Dr. Lynn C Smith
Ms. Mary E Smith
Mr. Arlyn A & Mrs. Joanne Solberg
Rev. Dr. David & Mrs. Diane 
   Solberg
Rev. Nancy & Rev. Neal 
   Solomonson
Rev. Harris & Mrs. Carol 
   Sonnenberg
Rev. Harry C & Mrs. Shirley 
   Sorensen
Mr. Alan Sorenson
Rev. John H & Mrs. Sharon 
   Sorenson
Rev. Renee & Rev. Jonathan 
   Splichal Larson
Rev. Daniel L & Mrs. Beth Stalker
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth A Stein
Rev. Christine & Mr. Daryl 
   Stienstra
Mr. Wayne & Ms. Eileen Stordahl
Rev. William R & Mrs. Carol Straka
Mr. William P Streng
Mr. William & Ms. Janet Striepe
Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth
Rev. Craig & Mrs. Karen Swenson
Mr. Ronald & Ms. Sandy Thiel
Rev. Kenneth D & Ms. Cynthia  
   Thiele
Rev. Luther & Ms. Paula Thoresen
Rev. Ray & Mrs. Deborah Sue 
   Tiemann
Rev. Steve & Rev. Karen Tjarks
Rev. Larry & Mrs. Lois Trachte
Rev. Steven M & Mrs. Susan 
   Trandem
Ms. Faith & Mr. Don Trapp
Mr. John Tucker and Mrs. Donna   
   Tucker

Rev. Patricia J Turner
Rev. Lisa A Ubbelohde
Rev. Steven & Ms. Ruth Ullestad
Rev. Gregory J & Ms. Gwen Uthus
Rev. Don D Vlasak
Rev. Edward J & Ms. Margaret  
   Volkmann
Rev. Robert T & Ms. Marcy Voss
Mr. Mike & Ms. Deb Wagner
Rev. Linda Walz
Rev. Wendy & Mr. William Riley  
   Waugh
Rev. Arthur R Weiss Jr
Rev. Donald & Mrs. Janet Wendt
Rev. James & Ms. Nancy Wenger
Rev. Robert G & Ms. Marge 
   Wessels
Rev. William & Mrs. Nancy 
   Wiederanders
Rev. Timothy & Mrs. Lorene 
   Wiggins
Rev. Charles A & Mrs. Ute Wilfong
Dr. James E & Ms. Gracia C Willis
Ms. Sonja & Mr. Harley Willmert
Rev. Carl & Ms. Cheryl Witt
Rev. Janet Peele Wold & Mr. Alan  
   R Wold
Rev. Karl Wolf
Rev. William Wrieden Jr
Rev. Dr. Katharine & Rev. Dr. 
   Ronald Yarnell
Rev. Edgar A & Mrs. Verona Zelle
Rev. David & Mrs. Kristine Zellmer
Rev. Casey & Rev. Lucinda Zesch
Mrs. Arleen Ziemer
Ms. Geraldine A Zimmerman
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focusing primarily on the age of people missing from 
communal worship, 18- to 35-year-olds. He eventual-
ly called the liturgy: ‘Behold, I Make All Things New,’ 
which has been sung at Wartburg. The dedication of 
the Students Services space is another mutual gift 
that we hope blesses Wartburg as much as it blesses 
our family.”

Renee also highlighted the importance of Wartburg’s 
global perspective: “Wartburg has a rich history of 
being mindful of the global church. Because of Wart-
burg’s decision to include the Angel of Haiti painting 
in the Student Services space, people cannot help but 
be reminded of other cultures, as well as the world. 
We are a global community and we are thankful 
Wartburg continues to lift this up.”

WARTBURG DEDICATES RECEPTION AREA IN MEMORY 
OF BEN LARSON AND THE PEOPLE OF HAITI (CONT.)

Learn more at https://www.benstillsings.com.
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Prolog Week occupies a very special place in my heart. Each time we gather in 
this way, we come together to discern and decide who we are called to be as the 
(ever-changing) Wartburg community of THIS academic semester, THIS particular 
moment in time. As a residential learner who just moved back to campus after a 
year of internship, this Prolog Week more than any other has been an experience 
of the fullness of that re-gathering, and what a gift to return to a place that 
leans into groundedness just as it leans into transformation, that values grieving 
together as well as celebrating joy together, and that both affirms and challenges 
each of us with care as we gain a deeper understanding of what God might be 
up to in our lives, in our learning, and in every stage of living out our vocations. 
What a special, Spirit-filled week it has been!”

““ BRECK COGSWELL, FINAL YEAR M.DIV. RL
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Jennifer Agee, Graduate Writing In-
structor, presented her paper “Pi-
ranesi and Neptune: How Susanna 
Clarke’s Spellbinding Story Orbits 
Planet Narnia” at the Inkling Folk Fel-
lowship on August 16.

Astine Bose joined the Development 
Team in September as the Director 
for Development Services.  Astine’s 
husband, Ryan, is a first year MDiv 
student at Wartburg Seminary.  Pre-
viously they worked together in Iringa 
Tanzania as the Program Coordina-

tors for Bega Kwa Bega, a partnership with the Iringa 
Diocese and the St. Paul Area Synod.  Astine and Ryan 
both grew up in Cedar, Kansas where they still have 
family today.

Rev. Dr. Helen Chukka, Assistant 
Professor of Hebrew Bible, is working 
on an article on ‘Mixed Marriages in 
the Old Testament’ for Oxford Bib-
liographies in addition to four com-
mentaries on RCL texts for Working 
Preacher. She will also be one of the 

workshop leaders for the preaching workshop in 
Dubuque this October. Additionally, she is teaching 
an advanced-level course ‘Women in the Hebrew Bi-
ble: Intersectional Perspectives” this semester.

Rev. Dr. Norma Cook Everist, Dis-
tinguished Professor of Church and 
Ministry, Emerita, wrote a chapter, “A 
Theology of Diakonia at the Margins” 
for the forthcoming Regnum Press 
book Diaconal Studies: Lived Theology 
for the Church in North America. She 

taught two classes at North Iowa Area Community 
College, one on Constitution Day, September 17, “The 
First Amendment: Freedom of Religion, Speech, and 
the Press.” She presented “Relationships and Hospi-
tality” for the Nebraska Synod Fall Candidacy Retreat. 
She continues to mentor by Zoom a growing number 
of people across the country and around the world.

This September, Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Giere, Professor of Biblical Interpre-
tation, had the pleasure of present-
ing and leading conversation on the 
intersection of faith and imagination 
in the midst of the current deep po-
litical divide and against the backdrop 

of Christian Nationalism and other distortions of the 
gospel with the Cedar River Forum at St Andrew Lu-
theran in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and the Fall Theological 
Conference of the Northwest Minnesota Synod of the 

ELCA in Warroad, Minnesota.  Even cooler, in early 
August he attended as a student a weeklong bagpip-
ing academy at Fettes College in Edinburgh, Scotland.  

Over the summer, Dr. Samantha 
Gilmore, Assistant Professor of 
Homiletics, wrote four essays for an 
upcoming Sundays and Seasons: 
Preaching Resource and participat-
ed in an Embodiment Essentials 
workshop for educators. This fall, 

Samantha is co-organizing and will lead a workshop 
for Nourishing the Preaching Life: A Fellowship of 
Preachers, a one-day preaching conference for local 
clergy happening in Dubuque on October 19. As the 
Performance and Embodiment Workgroup convener 
for the Academy of Homiletics, she is organizing and 
will moderate a panel on “Teaching Embodied and 
Performative Aspects of Preaching in Online Spaces” 
at the annual meeting in December.

Miranda Hoey, Alumni Development 
Officer, moved from Tripoli, IA to 
Garnavillo, IA this summer with her 
husband, Tyler Hoey  ’21 and one-
year-old Cal, to follow Tyler in his new 
call, which began in August.  Miranda 
continues to work with alums, foun-

dation and institutional donors, as well as donors in 
Northeast Iowa.

Michael Johnson, Vice President of 
Development, is traveling to Tanza-
nia in October and November with a 
group of 14 from his congregation, 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Stillwater, 
Minnesota.  Trinity has had a rela-
tionship with a rural Iringa Diocese 

church, Mwatasi Lutheran, for more than 20 years.  
The tour will spend a week in Iringa, then travel to 
Arusha for a week.  As the group heads home, Mike 
will travel to Rwanda for a few days to visit with the 
leaders of the Lutheran Church in Rwanda.  

Rev. Dr. Martin J. Lohrmann, Asso-
ciate Professor of Lutheran Confes-
sions and Heritage, published an ar-
ticle on 1-2 Samuel entitled “It Starts 
with Hannah” for the Enter the Bible 
web resource: https://enterthebible.
org/it-starts-with-hannah. Also, he 

and Deacon Kellie Lisi recently submitted the manu-
script of their book Food Theology: Real-life Resources 
for Nourishing Faith, which has a planned publication 
date of autumn 2025 with Fortress Press.

Faculty & Staff Updates
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Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan, Professor of 
Contextual Theology and Ethics, and 
the William D. Streng Professor for 
the Education and Renewal of the 
Church, is author of the article in Liv-
ing Lutheran titled: “Perspective: A 
paradigm for the future church. Life 

of Faith Initiative provides an alternative.”

Rev. Blake Ohren-Ship-
man ‘22, Development 
Officer, married final year 
student, Katie Ohren in 
a wedding near Katie’s 
family in Moorhead, MN.  
Blake and Katie are living 
on campus this year and 
plan to follow God’s call 
for Katie’s first placement 
after graduation.  Blake 

continues to work with our donors in Central and 
Western states.

Rev. Winston D. Persaud, PhD, Prof. 
of Systematic Theology, Holder of the 
Kent S. Knutson and UELC Chair in 
Theology and Mission, and Director 
of the Center for Global Theologies, 
received The Robert A. Pinkerton 
Humanitarian Service Award on July 

27, 2024 in Queens, NY, from Cambridge Academy 
Alumni Assocation International, given in recognition 
of his “Outstanding Contribution in the fields of Edu-
cation and Theological Leadership.” Winston was the 
history teacher at the Cambridge Academy (a high 
school in Guyana), from 1969-1974. At the Lutheran 
Center, Chicago, he gave a theological presentation 
at the ELCA Missionary Orientation gathering, on July 
25, 2024, and was the theological presenter at the all-
day staff retreat of ELCA Global Mission, on August 
5, 2024. He attended the CSS Candidacy Committee 
retreat and meeting, August 2-3, 2024, in Kansas City, 
KS. He attended the all-day Northeastern Iowa Synod 
“Global Church Together Festival,” at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, in Mason City, IA, and preached at the closing 
worship service, July 24, 2024.

Rev. Dr. Cheryl M. Peterson, Aca-
demic Dean and Professor of Ecu-
menical Theology, will serve as faculty 
for the Lutheran World Federation’s 
Retreat for Newly Elected Leaders 
(Bishops and Presidents) in Witten-
berg, Germany, this October. She 

was invited by Trinity Lutheran Seminary (Columbus, 
Ohio) to give a presentation on her newly published 
book during “Trinity Days,” also in October. This 
summer, she preached and presided at St. John’s 
Lutheran and Episcopal Churches in Dubuque. She 

also completed and passed a USA Weightlifting Level 
1 Coaching course and is now a certified (Olympic) 
weightlifting coach.

Rev. Violeta Sigenza, Director, Cen-
tro Teológico Luterano Multicultural, 
Development Officer, and Coordina-
tor for Learning for Life, is working 
from Dallas, TX. Violeta continues to 
lead our multicultural program, Cen-
tro Teológico Luterano Multicultural 

(CTLM) as well as working with our donors in Texas.  
She has taken on the role of Coordinator for Learning 
for Life, which helps with continuing education and 
lay leadership training. 

Kirby Snitker started with Wartburg 
Seminary July 1 as a Development Of-
ficer.  He has hit the ground running, 
working with our donors in Central 
and Eastern States.  Kirby and his 
wife, Linda have lived in Dubuque for 
30+ years, and have two young adult 

children in New York and Michigan.  Formerly, Kirby 
worked with DuTrac Community Credit Union since 
1998.

Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben wrote ar-
ticles for Living Lutheran (“Scripture 
Study, Lutheran Style”) and Currents 
in Theology and Mission (“Open-ended 
Stories in Luke’s Travel Narrative”) for 
a Fall issue he oversaw as guest edi-
tor. He is teaching this Fall on Luke’s 

Gospel and Year C at synodical leaders’ gatherings 
in the La Crosse, Northeastern Iowa, and Western 
North Dakota ELCA synods. Troy has been invited to 
write a commentary on Luke’s Gospel for the New In-
ternational Commentary on the New Testament se-
ries (Eerdmans), which will take many years. This Fall 
he is assisting Dr Kris Stache with co-convening a first 
call cohort program with new Wartburg grads.

Dr. Man-Hei Yip, Assistant Profes-
sor of Systematic Theology, joined a 
group of ELCA seminary faculty from 
Luther Seminary and Pacific Luther-
an Theological Seminary in June on 
a theological education immersion 
study trip to Indonesia, organized by 

ELCA Global Mission. The primary objectives of the 
trip were to learn about the history of the churches 
in Indonesia, their engagement in mission and theo-
logical education, and about the ELCA’s accompani-
ment with churches in the region, and explore ways 
to strengthen the partnership with them.
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333 WARTBURG PLACE
DUBUQUE, IA 52003

Upcoming Events

October 14, 2024
This Is Wartburg: Live! 

November 2, 2024 
Considering Your Call Saturday

December 3, 2024
Giving Tuesday

March 28-30, 2025
Considering Your Call Weekend

April 22-24, 2025
ReFormation and Reunion

For more information and to register, 
visit wartburgseminary.edu 
or use the QR code above.

Support Future Ministry Leaders
Give today using the enclosed envelope and your gift will go directly to the student scholarship fund!

GIVE ONLINE AT WARTBURGSEMINARY.EDU/GIVING-OPPORTUNITIES


